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Introduction

THE OLD TESTAMENT SURVEY
Purpose 

	 This is a survey course of the Old Testament. Being a survey, it does not pretend to cover every incident 
that occurs in the Old Testament. It will attempt to give the student a good working knowledge of Old 
Testament history.
	 Everything in this course is predicated on the belief that the Bible is the inspired word of God (2 
Timothy 3:16-17).  We will strive to show God’s hand in the history of Israel.

Why Study The Old Testament? 

		 The Old Testament is the background for the New Testament. From the Old Testament historical 
books alone there are over 450 quotations or allusions in the New Testament. Imagine the difficulties 
involved in trying to understand the book of Hebrews without some knowledge of the Old Testament. A 
good knowledge of the Old Testament greatly aids our understanding of the New Testament.
		 Many feel a study of the Old Testament is of little value, that time could be better spent in studying the 
New Testament. This is seen in a lack of understanding the unity of God’s revelation.
	 We can learn much from the examples of men from the Old Testament like Abraham, Moses, Joshua, 
David, Elijah, Isaiah, and Jeremiah to name a few. The nation of Israel can be an example to the church as 
well as to individuals. Notice 1 Corinthians 10:6, 11; Romans 15:4. Hebrews 11 gives a list of many Old Testa-
ment faithful.
	 The Old Testament contains prophecies and other writings that predict and point toward Christ. No-
tice John 5:39 with Luke 24:27. Beginning all the way back to Genesis 3:15 the Old Testament is filled with 
references to the coming of the Messiah. Again notice these references Genesis 12:3; 17:19; 18:18; 22:18; Deu-
teronomy 18:15, 18, 19; Isaiah 7:14; 8:14; 9:6, 7; 11:1-5, 10; 28:16; 52:13; 53:12; Malachi 3:1. Notice in the New 
Testament Acts 8:32-35 in light of the fore mentioned passages. 
	 The Old Testament reveals the providence of God in both the Patriarchal and Mosiac dispensations. 
The Old Testament shows how God guided and preserved the like of Abraham through bondage, wars, 
famine and all sorts of problems until ultimately all families of the earth would be blessed through the 
promised seed of woman - Christ Jesus. One only has to study the book of Daniel to see God’s hand in the 
events to come, Daniel 2 also read Genesis 45:5-8; 50:20.
	 The Old Testament was “a schoolmaster to lead to Christ.” There is much historic vaule to the Old 
Testament. Thus it is for these reasons we begin a Survey of the Old Testament.
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