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Joel - Introduction
Author
The name Joel means “Jehovah is God.” This was a common name
among the Jews. There are at least a dozen other men so named in the
Bible. (Samuel’s oldest son, 1 Sam. 8:2; one of David’s valiant men, I
Chr. 11:38). However, like Obadiah, no information exists about the
man who wrote this book which bears his name. We are simply told he
was “the son of Pethuel.” (1:1)
Background
The prophecy was occasioned by a calamity that befell the land from
locusts and drought and from fires that followed in their wake. Some
think the locusts were an invading army, and that the prophet used the
terror of swarms of locusts, followed by drought and fire, as a figurative
description of the devastation left by the invaders. The stronger possibility is that theses were literal locusts from which the prophet draws his
lesson and his strong call to repentance. Unless there is repentance and
righteousness of life on the part of the nation, the locusts will be followed
by a stronger and more severe judgment, and invasion by the nations.
A plague of locusts devastates the land of Judah, and Joel describes
the locusts as an “army” of the Lord. This terrible judgment of the Lord
should bring them to repentance, and if it does a promise of blessing
will be forthcoming.
The theme of the book of Joel is a call to repentance. “The day of the
Lord” (1:15; 2:1,11,31; 3:14) represents both a day of terror and blessings. Joel is perhaps best remembered because of Peter’s affirmation on
Pentecost that the outpouring of the Holy Spirit was the fulfillment of
Joel’s prophecy (Joel 2:28-32; Acts 2:17-21).
Date of Writing
The date for the book of Joel is uncertain. Scholars give varying reasons
for dates ranging from as early as 900 BC to as late as 400 BC.
Earlier date argument - No reference is made to Assyria (760 BC) nor
to Babylon which followed. The enemies mentioned are Philistines, Phoenicians, Egyptians, and Edomites rather than those of the exile period.
Later date a rg ument - On ly Juda h is mentioned and
not Israel. No k ing is mentioned, neither the high places nor the idolatry which are all conditions of an earlier period.
The Minor Prohets Part 1
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Theme
The message of the book is the doom of the nations and the ultimate
glory of Jehovah’s cause. The invading locust army is to be looked upon
by the people of God as a warning to them, out of which came the urgent
call from God for repentance. The locusts, drought, and fires heralded
the “day of Jehovah,” which could be averted only by genuine repentance.
If they would repent, the “day of Jehovah” would be one of destruction
upon the enemies of God and deliverance for those who trust in Him.
Relationship with other prophets:
S ome h ave e st i mate d t h at 27 out of t he 73 v er ses in Joel are paralleled in other prophets. Here are a few:
Joel
1:15 -Isaiah 13:6
2:2 - Zephaniah 1:15
2:3 - Isaiah 51:3; Ezekiel 36:35
2:10 - Isaiah 13:10
2:32 - Obadiah 17
3:10 - Isaiah 2:4; Micah 4:3
3:16 - Amos 1:2; Isaiah 13:13
3:17 - Ezekiel 36:11; Isaiah 52:1; Obadiah 17; Nahum 1:15
3:18 - Amos 9:13
￼
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An Outline of Joel
Theme:

Righteous People Suffer Unjustly

I. The plague of Locusts (1:1-2:27)
A. The prophet’s name and the importance of the plague
of locusts (1:1-3)
B. The plague of locusts and the drought that ensued. 		
(1:4-20)
C. The coming day of the Lord (2:1-11)
D. The call to repentance (2:12-17)
E. The promise of deliverance following repentance (2:18-27)
II. The judgment of God and His blessing in the last days
(2:28-3:21)
A. The promise of the outpouring of the Holy Spirit
(2:28-32)
B. The restoration of Judah and the judgment of her
enemies (3:1-16)
C. The everlasting blessing for God’s people (3:17-21)
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Lesson 1 - Joel 1
Plague and drought described
JOEL

1:1-20 Plague and drought described

1.

What is the meaning of the name “Joel?”

2.

W hat

3.

What vegetation was left?

4.

Why would drunkards weep and wail?

5.

If they thought the plague of locusts was bad, what 		
was to come?

6.

Why would the priests mourn?

7.

Why would the farmers and vinedressers be ashamed?

natural

disaster
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describe?
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8.

What would wither away from the sons of men?

9.

Who were called to assemble in the house of the Lord 		
and for what purpose?

10.

What is at hand and why has it come?
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Lesson 2 - Joel 2-3
The Coming of the Day of the Lord
JOEL

2:1-11 		
2:12-17 		
2:18-27 		
2:28-32 		
3:1-16 		
3:17-21 		

The coming of the Day of the Lord
The call to repentance
Deliverance following repentance
Outpouring of the Spirit promised
Restoration of Judah and punishment of her enemies
Blessings for God’s people

1.

Why would all the inhabitants of the land tremble?

2.

What kind of people are coming against Israel?

3.

What will be left behind them?

4.

Describe their army:

5.

How does God want Israel to turn to Him?

6.

What does he want them to rend?

7.

Does God want Israel to suffer?

8.

What must the people do to turn away God’s wrath?
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9.

What would God restore if Israel repented?

10.

Discuss 2:28-32 and its fulfillment in Acts 2:

11.

After Israel’s punishment, what would happen to the		
nations that came against them?

12. What had Tyre and Sidon done to bring God’s retribution?

13.

What is the significance of the phrase: “the sun and 		
moon will grow dark and the stars will diminish their 		
brightness?”
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Obadiah - Introduction
Background
The hatred Edom held for their blood brothers, Israel, goes back to
the time when their father Esau was born. (Gen. 25:22; 27; 32; 33)
The Edomites dwelt in Mt. Seir at the south end of the Dead Sea. This
territory is also referred to as Idumea. They constantly showed indignation
against Israel, even refusing simple passages through their land when
Israel first came from Egyptian captivity (Num. 20:14).
The pride of Edom and the perpetual hatred for God’s people brought
the wrath of the Lord against this land. Even in later years Edom stood
ready to rejoice over every setback endured by Israel and Judah, never
helping but always gloating.
The history of the Edomites continued through the period of the
Herods. The father of Herod the Great was Antipater from Idumea.
However, after the destruction of Jerusalem in 70 AD, the Idumeans
disappeared from history – a certain fulfillment of the prophecies of
Obadiah, Isaiah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel, and others.
Author
Obadiah (“servant or worshipper of Jehovah)
13 different men bare this name in the Old Testament. There are no
good reasons for identifying this author with any of them.
There is nothing in the book to indicate the author’s family background
or where he might have lived.
Date of Writing
The date of writing has not been determined. Guesses have ranged from
850 B.C. to 312 B.C. Obadiah reflects a calamity that Jerusalem has
suffered. Jerusalem was under siege at least four times:
Shishak’s campaign (1 Kings 14:25,26; 2 Chron. 12:1-2;
Arabians and Philistines (848-841 B.C.) (2 Chron. 21:16,17)
Defeat of Amaziah (2 Kings 14:8-14; 2 Chron. 25:17-24)
Nebuchadnezzar’s destruction of Jerusalem in 586 B.C.
Despite all other calamities of Jerusalem Nebuchadnezzar’s destruction
in 586 seems to be the most likely one referred to in Obadiah verse 20.
Theme
The message of Obadiah is twofold; 1) the fall of Edom because of its
pride and cruelty against Israel, and 2) the exaltation of Zion when Seir,
The Minor Prohets Part 1
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the Edomite counterpart of Zion, would be cast down. The rescued of
both Israel and Edom will be in Zion, for in it the redeemed will be found.

Relation to other Prophets
Obadiah is one of the seven Old Testament books (Nahum, Ezra,
Nehemiah, Esther, Song of Solomon, Ecclesiastes, Obadiah) that is not
quoted or echoed in the New Testament.
There are similarities between Obadiah’s prophecy of Edom (1-9) and
that in Jeremiah 49:7-16. Joel and Obadiah have numerous similarities:
Joel 3:19 and Obadiah 10; Joel 3:4-7 and Obadiah 15;
Joel 2:32 and Obadiah 17; Joel 3:17 and Obadiah 17

890 BC
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Outline of Obadiah
I. Judgment against Edom (1-14)
A. The fall of Edom predicted (1-4)
B. Edom’s destruction to be complete (5-9)
C. Edom’s sins laid bare (10-14)
II. II. The Day of the Lord (15-21)
A. The judgment of all nations (15-16)
B. Deliverance in Zion: the kingdom of the Lord (17-21)
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Lesson 3 - Obadiah
Plague and drought described
Obadiah

1-4 Vision of Obadiah
5-9 Edom’s destruction complete
10-14 Edom’s sins laid open
15-16 Judgment on all nations
17-21 Deliverance in Zion: the kingdom of the Lord

1.

What is the meaning of Obadiah’s name?

2.

Who was Edom?

3.

What had deceived Edom?

4.

Who would deceive them and prevail against them?

5.

Why would shame cover them?

6.

What did Edom do when Judah was taken captive?

7.

What would happen to Edom in the day of the Lord?

The Minor Prohets Part 1
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8.

Where would there be deliverance and holiness?

9.

Compare the house of Jacob and the house of Esau:

10.

Who would possess the land of Edom (Esau)?

14
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Jonah - Introduction
Background
Jonah was told to go to the Gentile city of Nineveh which was approximately 500 miles northeast of Palestine. Nineveh was the capital
of Assyria a rising world power which was feared by all because of its
ruthlessness. Eventually this brutal nation conquered Israel, and led
Samaria captive in 722 BC.
Jonah explained why he did not want to go to Nineveh in chapter 4:3. It
was not the distance because he caught a ship headed for Tarshish 2,000
miles in the opposite direction. Jonah wished to leave these enemies of
God’s people to their own doom.
Modern theologians have long acclaimed the book of Jonah as a myth,
allegory, or parable. Unbelievers discredit the book because it reveals that
which is miraculous. But when they mock the possibility of the story of
Jonah and the whale as though it were a fairy tale, they reveal their own
unbelief in the power of God and the integrity of the scriptures as a whole.
Three basic reasons argue for its authenticity.
1. An unprejudiced reading of the book reveals nothing to suggest
anything other than the narrative was intended as an historical record
of an actual fact.
2. The Jews who first received the book accepted its historicity and
included it without doubt as belonging in the canon of Hebrew scriptures. Why would they accept a story that stressed mercy to the Gentiles,
especially so, if it were based on a myth?
3. Jesus Christ confirmed the story of Jonah and regarded it as much
an historical fact as His own resurrection. To accept one is to accept the
other, and vice versa, Mt. 12:39; Lk. 11:29; Mt. 16:4.
Author
Jonah (“dove”) the son of Amittai
A prophet of Gath-Hepher in Zebulon, 4 miles north of Narareth.
Neither Jonah’s name nor that of his father appear elsewhere in the entire
Old Testament.
He was obviously a patriot that allowed his patriotism to interfere
with his service to God (1:1-3).
Date of Writing
He lived during the reign of Jeroboam II, king of North Israel (790-750
The Minor Prohets Part 1
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B.C.). During Jeroboam II’s reign Assyria was on the decline and Israel
gaining ground. During Jeroboam II’s reign Israel extended her borders
farther than at any period following the days of Solomon. It was a time
of ease and prosperity.
City of Ninevah
Ninevah was an exceedingly old city having been founded by Nimrod (Genesis 10:11) Its people were among the most violent and cruel
of all the nations around it. Ninevah’s location today is marked by two
mounds which are in Iraq across the Tigris River from the modern city
of Mosul. The largest mound is one mile in length, by 650 yards wide,
by 90 feet high. The actual extent of ancient Ninevah was about 1,800
acres. Jonah hints at the population of Ninevah when he says that there
were 120,000 who “could not discern their right hand from their left.”
(4:11) If, by this statement he means children, the population could have
been upwards of 600,000.

Jonah’s Place Among the Prophets
Assyrian Period 		
Jonah (800-780) 		
Amos (755) 		
Hosea (750-725) 		
Micah (740-700) 		
Isaiah (739-720)
Jeremiah (635-593)
Zephaniah (625)
Nahum (630-612)

16

Babylonian Period
Persian (Post-exile)
Habakkuk (612-606)
Haggai (518-516)
Ezekiel (604-570)
Zechariah (520-518)
Daniel (604-534)
Malachi (443-440)
(Daniel extends into the Persian Period)
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Outline of Jonah
I. Running Away From God 1:1-16
A. Jehovah’scharge,prophetsdisobedience 1:1-3
B. Jonah’s confession 1:4-10
C. Jonah cast into the sea 1:11-16
II. Running To God 1:17-2:10
A. The fish 1:17
B. Jonah’s prayer 2:1-9
C. Jonah’s deliverance 2:10
III.
Running With God 3:1-10
A. The call 3:1-4
B. Repentance 3:5-10
IV. Running Ahead Of God 4:1-11
A. Jonah’sanger 4:1-5
B. The vine and the worm 4:6-8
C. Jehovah’s rebuke 4:9-11

The Minor Prohets Part 1
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Lesson 4 - Jonah 1, 2
An Exposition on the GREATNESS of God
Jonah

1:1-17 Jonah’s disobedience and suffering
2:1-10 Jonah repents and is delivered

1.

Who was Jonah?
Where did he live?
To whom did he prophesy?

2.

Describe the city of Ninevah:

3.

Why was Jonah hesitant to go to Ninevah?

4.

Locate Tarshish and Ninevah on a map:

5.

How did the crew on the ship determine that it was Jonah that
was causing their problem?

6.

Why were the men exceedingly afraid?

7.

What happened to cause the storm to cease?

8.

How did God save Jonah’s life?
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19

9.

In Jonah’s prayer – how does he describe his hopeless condition?

10.

What did he promise God that he would do?

11.

Discuss promising God things in difficult circumstances:

12. What usually happens after the trouble has passed?

20
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Lesson 5 - Jonah 3, 4
God’s Unlimited Mercy
Jonah

3:1-10 Jonah’s reluctance and obedience
4:1-11 God’s unlimited mercy

1.

How did Jonah react to God’s second call to go to Ninevah?

2.

What phrase describes the size of Ninevah?

3.

What was Jonah’s message to Ninevah?

4.

How did the people of Ninevah respond?

5.

What did the king of Ninevah do?

6.

How did Ninevah’s actions affect God’s decision?

7.

How did all this affect Jonah? Why?

The Minor Prohets Part 1

21

8.

What was the purpose of God causing the gourd (plant) to grow
and die?
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Amos - Introduction
Background
Israel was at the zenith of power economically and politically. Business was booming, and the material prosperity of the age led to a spirit
of self-sufficiency and smug complacency (6:1). Consequently, Israel had
become a nation which ruled God out.
Hosea was a younger contemporary of Amos as was Isaiah who was
even younger.
The message of Amos is directed primarily to Israel, the northern
kingdom. However, the opening words include a condemnation of the
neighboring heathen nations.
The central theme of the book is “woe” unto those who rule God out.
Amos preached doom because of the sinfulness both of the heathen
nations as well as God’s covenant people (5:27; 9:8).
Amos is quoted twice in the New Testament: Acts 7:42-43 (5:22-27)
and Acts 15:16-17 (9:11-12).
Background reading for this period: 2 Kings 14:23-29; 15:1-7; 2 Chr. 26.
Author
“Amos” (burden)
A herdsman of a fine-wooled sheep (as the Hebrew word “noked”
suggests in 1:1) and a dresser of sycamore trees (7:14)
From Tekoa (1:1) located about ten miles south of Jerusalem in the hill
country. Probably not of a priestly or prophetic line, but of an humble
and obscure family as concluded from the omission of his father’s name.
He was called to be a prophet to the whole family of Jacob (3:1,13)
but principally to the Northern Kingdom (7:14,15)
Date of writing
The writing is dated in the first two verses of chapter one: In the days
of Uzziah king of Judah (767-755 B.C.) and in the days of Jeroboam
(II) the son of Joash, king of Israel (782-753 B.C.). So Amos prophesied
somewhere between 765 and 755 B.C.
The period was one of great wealth and prosperity. Jeroboam’s
successful campaign against the Moabites and the Aramaeans, Israel’s
borders reached their widest extent since the days of Solomon. (2 Kings
14:25; Amos 6:14) Luxurous living, idolatry, and moral corruption were
regular subjects of fiery prophetic denunciations. Amos prophesied in
The Minor Prohets Part 1
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Bethel (7:10) was rejected by Amaziah the priest, and was forbidden
to preach in Israel. Amos’ reply: “I was not a prophet and I was not the
son of a prophet, but God called me to prophesy to Israel.” (7:10-14)

Relation to other prophets:
He prophesied between Jonah and Hosea (780 and 750 B.C.)
Assyrian Period 		
Jonah (800-780) 		
Amos (755) 		
Hosea (750-725) 		
Micah (740-700) 		
Isaiah (739-720)
Jeremiah (635-593)
Zephaniah (625)
Nahum (630-612)

Babylonian Period
Persian (Post-exile)
Habakkuk (612-606)
Haggai (518-516)
Ezekiel (604-570)
Zechariah (520-518)
Daniel (604-534)
Malachi (443-440)
(Daniel extends into the Persian Period)
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Outline of Amos
I. The prediction and judgment on the surrounding nations 1:1-2:16
A. The prophet and theme (1:1-2)
B. Prophecy against Damascus (1:3-5)
C. Prophecy against Gaza (Philistia) (1:6-8)
D. Prophecy against Tyre (Phoenicia) (1:9-10)
E. Prophecy against Edom (1:11-12)
F. Prophecy against Ammon (1:13-15)
G. Prophecy against Moab (2:1-3)
H. Prophecy against Judah (2:4-5)
I. Prophecy against Israel (2:6-16)
II. The judgment against Israel (3:1-6:14)
A. The relation of Israel to God (3:1-8)
B. The sins of Samaria (Israel) (3:9-4:3)
C. Israel’s failure to return to God (4:4-13)
D. The Lord’s lamentation over Israel (5:1-3)
E. The call to repentance (5:4-17)
F. The Exile beyond Damascus (5:18-27)
G. Opression, desolation, and want predicted (6:1-14)
III.
Five visions of coming judgment and blessings that follow
(7:1-9:15)
A. Plague of locusts (7:1-3)
B. The fire devouring the deep (7:4-6)
C. The plumb line (Amos told to leave the land) (7:7-17)
D. The basket of summer fruit (8:1-9:10)
1. The vision of Israel’s ruin (8:1-3)
2. The lust for money (8:4-10)
3. The famine of the word of God (8:11-14)
4. The destruction of the sanctuary (9:1-10)
E. E. The promise of the Messianic Blessing (9:11-15)
1. The restoration of the Davidic kingdom (9:11-12)
2. The productivity of the earth (9:13)
3. Kingdom Blessings (9:14,15)
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Lesson 6 - Amos 1 - 3
Prepare to Meet Your God
Amos

1:1-5 Prophecy against Damascus
1:6-8 Prophecy against Gaza (Philistines)
1:9-10 Prophecy against Tyre (Phonenicia)
1:11-12 Prophecy against Edom
1:13-15) Prophecy against Ammon
2:1-3 Prophecy against Moab
2:4-16 Prophecy against Judah and Israel
3:1-8 Israel’s relationship with God
3:9-15 Israel’s (Samaria’s) sins

1.

Who was Amos?

2.

Describe the times in which he lived:

3.

Why would Tyre be punished?

4.

Why was Edom to be punished?

5.

Who was Edom’s brother?

6.

Why was Ammon to be punished?
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7.

Why would Moab be punished?

8.

Why was Judah condemned?

9.

Why would Israel be judged?

10.

In the phrase “can two walk together…” who are the two in this context?

11.

To what sin does the destruction of the altar of Bethel refer?

12. What sin is referred to in the destruction of the houses of summer,
winter,and ivory?

28
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Lesson 7 - Amos 4 - 6
Prepare to Meet Your God
Amos

4:1-13 Israel’s failure to return to God
5:1-3 God’s Lamentation over Israel
5:4-17 God calls them to repentance
5:18-27 Israel’s exile beyond Damascus
6:1-14 Oppression, desolation, and want predicted

1.

Who were the cows of Bashan?

2.

What did the children of Israel love?

3.

What will God do to Israel because she has not returned to Him?

4.

What must Israel prepare to do and why?

5.

What would happen to all of Samaria’s places of worship?

6.

To whom was he referring as the “house of Joseph?”
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7.

What are the “Pleiades and Orion?”

8.

Name the sins of which Israel was guilty: 5:10-13

9.

How does “a man fled from a lion and a bear met him,” describe
Israel’s plight?

10.

What did Israel do that God despised and hated?

11.

What happened to Calneh, Hamath, and Gath?

12. List the excesses of Israel:
13.

What did God abhor about Jacob (Israel)?
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Lesson 8 - Amos 7 - 9
Prepare to Meet Your God
Amos

7:1-3 		
7:4-6 		
7:7-17
8:1-10
8:11-14
9:1-10
9:11-15

The plague of locusts
The fire devouring the deep
The plumb line \ Amos told to leave
Israel’s ruin and lust for money
The famine of the word of God
Destruction of the sanctuary
Restoration of David’s kingdom \ Blessings

1.

What was the first vision that Amos saw and what was its significance?

2.

What was the second vision and its meaning?

3.

What was the meaning of the vision of the plumb line?

4.

What did Amaziah say to Jeroboam about Amos?

5.

What did Amaziah tell Amos to do?
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6.

What was Amos’ reply?

7.

What was God’s prophesy for Amaziah?

8.

What was the meaning of the basket of summer fruit?

9.

How will people try to escape God’s judgment?

10.

Who will be sifted as grain in a sieve?

11.

Who along with Israel will be restored?

32
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Hosea - Introduction
Background
Read 1 Kings 14-17 and 2 Chr. 26-29 as a background to the book.
Hosea summed up the indictments against Israel in the one word
“whoredom.” Israel had done worse than adultery; as a harlot she had
prostituted herself before the baalim of the land for hire (2:12-13). The
people were without knowledge (4:6; 5:4), and as a result they were ignorant of God and His laws (8:12). Nominally they paid homage to Jehovah,
but in reality they honored the baalim. This sin brought Hosea’s most
severe rebukes. The people were victims of two systems of false religion:
the calf worship introduced by Jeroboam I, and Baal worship stressed by
Ahab and Jezebel. Each was completely foreign to the revealed religion
of the Lord Jehovah. Each was the fruit of apostasy.
The key to understanding the book of Hosea is the analogy between
Hosea’s experience with Gomer and the Lord’s experience with Israel.
Hosea was a living example of the lesson intended. The tender loving God
was offering one last chance of restoration to Israel which had committed
spiritual adultery. Out of his own experience Hosea came to understand
as none other could the feelings of the Lord for Israel.
The righteousness of God is portrayed in Hosea. Although doom
of the wicked nation of Israel is announced, Hosea often speaks of the
lovingkindness of the Lord. God loved His people, but Israel had sown
to the wind and deserved to reap the whirlwind (8:7).
Their conduct was the very opposite to that which God desired and
demanded. The people were guilty of swearing, breaking faith, murder,
stealing, committing adultery, deceit, lying, drunkenness, dishonesty
in business, and other crimes equally abominable before Jehovah. The
picture painted in the Book of Hosea is truly that of a nation in decay.
Hosea is quoted several times in the N.T.: (1:10; 2:23) Rom. 9:25;
1 Pet. 2:10; (6:6) Matt. 9:13; 12:7; (11:1) Matt. 2:15; and (10:8) Luke
23:30; Rev. 6:16.
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Name and Personality
A. Hebrew name has the same root as Joshua and Jesus meaning
“salvation,” “help,” “deliverance.”
B. As a countryside farmer he relates images of the “fireside, the
garden, and the farm.” (4:16; 7:4-8; 8:7; 10:11; 11:4; 13:3,15; 14:7)
C. He writes from the basis of personal pain and trouble.
D. He is commanded to marry a wife who proves unfaithful which
depicts Israel’s unfaithfulness to God. Gomer’s three children are
given names which publish Israel’s spiritual adultery to God: a
son,Jezreel, “vengeance”, a daughter Lo-ruhamah, “no mercy,” and
another son, Lo-ammi, “not my people.” Hosea reclaims Gomer
after she sins and writes with heated judgment, yet with tenderness. His love for Gomer is unquenched by her unfaithfulness as
he learns that pain and love go hand in hand.
Date of Writing
A. “In the days of Uzziah, Jotham, Ahaz, and Hezekiah Kings of
Judah, and in the days of Jeroboam, the son of Joash, king of
Israel. (1:1) 750-725 B.C.
B. Began preaching in times of prosperity and ended when the nation was struggling in anarchy. Kings were cut off as “foam upon
the water.” (10:7) Conspiracy is the key word of this period. (2
Kings 15)
C. A time of moral decay (4:1,2)
D. A time of religious corruption. “Whoredom” describes Israel’s
religious infidelity.
E. Not long after Hosea, Israel fell to Assyria in 721 B.C.
Hosea’s place among the other prophets.
Assyrian Period 		
Jonah (800-780) 		
Amos (755) 		
Hosea (750-725) 		
Micah (740-700) 		
Isaiah (739-720)
Jeremiah (635-593)
Zephaniah (625)
Nahum (630-612)
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Babylonian Period
Persian (Post-exile)
Habakkuk (612-606)
Haggai (518-516)
Ezekiel (604-570)
Zechariah (520-518)
Daniel (604-534)
Malachi (443-440)
(Daniel extends into the Persian Period)

** Joel and Obadiah’s dates are uncertain
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Outline of Hosea
I. I. Repudiation and Restoration of Israel, the faithless wife of Jehovah (1:1-3:5)
A. The first symbolic marriage (1:1-2:23)
1. Israel rejected – birth of Jezreeel, Lo Ruhamah, 			
Lo-ammi (1:1-9)
2. Israel comforted (1:10-11)
3. Israel chastised (2:1-13)
4. Israel restored (2:14-23)
B. The second symbolic marriage. (3:1-5)
1. Hosea told to marry an adulteress, but immedi			
ately separates himself from her until she 				
amends her life. (3:1-3)
2. Symbolic meaning – by captivity the people will 			
be prepared for restoration. (3:4,5)
II. II. The triumph of divine love in the restoration of the repentant
nation. (4:1-14:9)
A. Israel’s guilt (4:1-19)
1. The general charge (4:1-5)
2. Willful ignorance and its consequences (4:6-11)
3. Idolatry (4:12-19)
B. The divine displeasure (5:1-15)
C. The repentant remnant’s call (6:1-3)
D. The response of Jehovah (6:4-13:8)
E. The final restoration (13:9-14:9)
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Lesson 9 - Hosea 1-4
An Illustration Of God’s Love For His Disobedient People
Hosea

1:1-9 		
1:10-11
2:1-5 		
2:6-13
2:14-23
3:1-5 		
4:1-19

Hosea’s marriage to Gomer
The prophecy of Restoration
Gomer’s Adultery
Gomer’s Judgment
Gomer’s Restoration Promised
Gomer’s Restoration Accomplished
Israel’s Adultery

1.

What is the meaning of Hosea’s name?

2.

When did Hosea prophesy? (2 Chron. 27,28)

3.

What does the name “Gomer” mean?

4.

Why was Hosea told by God to marry a woman of harlotry?

5.

What was the name of their first son and what did his name mean?
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6.

How was Israel’s harlotry like that of Hosea’s wife? (2:1-5)

7.

Why would Gomer come back to Hosea and Israel back to God?

8.

How would Hosea restore Gomer and God Israel?

9.

What would Gomer have to do without after Hosea brought
her back?

10.

What would Israel have to do without when she returned to God?

11.

What charge did God bring against Israel? What judgment came
with the charge?

12. What would happen to Israel for their disobedience?
13.

Where had Israel gotten counsel, and where did they sacrifice?

14.

Why would Israel’s daughters and wives not be punished when
they committed harlotry and adultery?
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Lesson 10 - Hosea 5 - 8
An Illustration Of God’s Love For His Disobedient People
Hosea

5:1-15 God’s wrath toward Israel
6:1-3 Israel’s repentance and restoration
6:4-11 Israel’s unfaithfulness restated
7:1-16 The corruption of Ephraim and Samaria
8:1-14 God’s sentence upon Israel

1.

Of what significance is Tabor and Mizpah?

2.

Who is Ephraim?

3.

Was Judah innocent of spiritual harlotry?

4.

Why was Ephraim broken in judgment?

5.

What would it take to get Israel to diligently seek God?

6.

What does God desire more than sacrifice and burnt offerings?

7.

Of what were priests guilty?

8.

How was Samaria like an oven?

9.

How was Ephraim like a cake unturned?
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10.

How was Ephraim like a “silly dove?”

11.

How was Israel like a deceitful bow?

12. What will Israel cry when the enemy pursues?
13.

Ho w h a d I s r a e l s e t up he r k i n g s a nd pr i nc e s?
(1 Sam. 8:1-22; 9:15-17; 10:1)

14.

What did Ephraim consider “a strange thing?”

15.

What had Israel and Judah built and what had they forgotten?
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Lesson 11 - Hosea 9 - 11
An Illustration Of God’s Love For His Disobedient People
Hosea

9:1-9 Israel’s riches taken away
9:10-17 Israel’s population to decline
10:1-8 Israel’s idols to be destroyed
10:9-15 Israel’s fortress to be destroyed
11:1-7 Israel the captive of Assyria
11:8-9 God’s love for Israel
11:10-11 Israel to be restored
11:12 Ephraim’s Sin

1.

Where would Ephraim dwell and where would she eat unclean things?

2.

What is said of the prophet and the spiritual man in Israel?

3.

To what had Israel separated herself and what had she become?

4.

How were Israel’s judgments like “hemlock in the furrows of
the fields?”

5.

What would Samaria say when her king would be cut off and her
highplaces made desolate?

6.

How was Ephraim like a heifer and what would God do with her?
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7.

What must Israel do until God rains righteousness upon them?

8.

How long had God loved Israel?

9.

How did God show his love for Ephraim?

10.

What did Ephraim refuse to do?
(Matt. 7:21-22; Luke 6:46)
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Lesson 12 - Hosea 12-14
An Illustration Of God’s Love For His Disobedient People
Hosea

12:1-6 The Judgment on Jacob
12:7-14 Ephraim’s sins enlarged10:9-15 Israel’s fortress to be destroyed
13:1-16 Ephraim’s doom
14:1-3 The call to repent
14:4-9 The promise of blessing

1.

How was Judah walking at this time?

2.

Who also is charged by the Lord?

3.

Describe a “cunning Canaanite:”

4.

By whom did God bring Israel out of Egypt and by whom was Israelpreserved?

5.

What symbols does God use to describe the durability of those
who worship idols?

6.

How would God be like a “bear deprived of her cubs?

7.

What of Ephraim’s had been bound up and stored up?
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8.

What words did God want to hear from Israel?

9.

If these words are said, what would God heal and how would he
love them?

10.

Where would Ephraim’s fruit be found?

11.

What do the righteous do with the “ways of the Lord?’

12. What do the transgressors do with them?
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Micah - Introduction
Background
Read 2 Kings 15:17-20:21 and 2 Chronicles 26-30 to learn about the
political setting for the book.
Through unusual leadership in successful wars and in the revival of
commerce and the development of agriculture, Uzziah had brought a
degree of prosperity to the people of Judah that had not been enjoyed
since the days of Solomon. This prosperity brought with I the usual attendant social evils and spiritual falling away form Jehovah. Uzziah was
succeeded by his son Jotham, a good man who followed the policies of
his father.
Socially and morally Judah presented a dark picture during the latter
part of the eighth century. Rulers sold the rights of men and vested interests
gained control of the lands, taking away the privileges of the people. The
wealthy coveted the lands and robbed the poor, casting women out of
their possessions. Corrupt business ethics were practiced. The people were
under the powerful control of false prophets who prophesied for reward
and priests who taught for hire. Ruler in their greed were as cannibals,
and judges judged for a bribe. The corrupt concept of Jehovah held by the
people was little different form the heathen concept of their gods; they
kept the statues of Omri and walked in the counsels of Omri and Ahab.
Religion had become a matter of form with the people; ceremonial
observances were thought to meet all religious requirements. The reform
of Hezekiah (2 Chr. 29) was not from the deep recesses of the heart.
There was widespread misapprehension that as long as the external acts
of worship were scrupulously performed the people were entitled to the
divine favor and protection. Religious fervor was too superficial to bring
permanent results.
The book of Micah is perhaps best remembered because of the prophecies about the birthplace of Christ (5:2 - Mt. 2:6) and of the beginning
place of the new kingdom (4:1-2 - Acts 2).
Two passages from Micah are quoted in the New Testament: (5:2)
Mt. 2:5; Jn. 7:42; and (7:6) Mt. 10:35; Lk. 12:53. Micah is quoted once
in the Old Testament (3:12) Jer. 26:18.
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Author
Micah – shortened form of Micaiah (1 Kings 22) – means “who is
like Jehovah” He lived at Moresheth-Gath (1:1) on the main road to
the Maritime plain and Egypt in the foothill country about 25 miles
southwest of Jerusalem.
His personality was one of strong conviction, the secret of which he
shares in 3:8, “I am full of the power by the Spirit of Jehovah, and of
judgment, and of might to declare unto Jacob his transgressions, and to
Israel his sin.” He was a prophet of the poor and friend of the oppressed.
He fearlessly uncovered sin with sincerity and conviction unlike his
contemporary false prophets who tempered their messages by their income. (3:5)
Date of Writing
Micah prophesied in the days of Jotham, Ahaz, and Hezekiah, kings
of Judah (1:1). He prophesied before and after the downfall of Samaria
(721 B.C.) from about 735 until 715 B.C. Under Jotham there was luxury
and plenty which Jotham used to build fortresses and palaces in Jerusalem
that cost many peasant’s lives. Under Ahaz Judah was subject to Assyria
and paid heavy tribute causing the suffering of rich and poor. Landlords
confiscated property and evicted widows. Hezekiah attempted reforms,
but conditions became even more hopeless.
Relationship With Other Prophets
Hosea, Micah, and Isaiah were contemporaries.
Assyrian Period 		
Jonah (800-780) 		
Amos (755) 		
Hosea (750-725) 		
Micah (740-700) 		
Isaiah (739-720)
Jeremiah (635-593)
Zephaniah (625)
Nahum (630-612)
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Babylonian Period
Persian (Post-exile)
Habakkuk (612-606)
Haggai (518-516)
Ezekiel (604-570)
Zechariah (520-518)
Daniel (604-534)
Malachi (443-440)
(Daniel extends into the Persian Period)
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OUTLINE OF MICAH
I. I. The pronouncement of judgment on Israel and Judah (1:1-2:13)
A. God’s anger against Samaria and Judah (1:1-16)
B. The Cause of God’s anger (2:1-13)
1. Their sins described (2:1-2)
2. God’s purpose to punish (2:3-11)
3. God’s future deliverance (2:12-13)
II. II. The judgment followed by restoration and the reign of the Messiah (3:1-5:15)
A. Sins of Jerusalem condemned and destruction foretold (3:1-12)
B. Promise of the coming kingdom (4:1-5:15)
1. The law coming forth from Jerusalem (4:1-5)
2. God’s victorious reign (4:6-5:1)
3. The coming of the Messiah and his reign (5:2-15)

III.
Punishment followed by mercy (6:1-7:20)
A. Israel’s rebellion, God’s requirements (6:1-16)
B. The confession of sin and the hope of mercy (7:1-20)
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Lesson 13 - Micah 1 - 2
Who is Like God
Micah

1:1-16 God’s anger against Samaria and Judah
2:1-11 Their sins described and their punishment
2:12-13 Future deliverance

1.

Who was Micah?

2.

Where did he live?

3.

To whom did he prophesy?

4.

What was the transgression of Jacob?

5.

To what does Micah compare Samaria’s monetary gain from idolatry?

6.

Whose wounds were incurable?

7.

Where were the transgressions of Israel found?
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8.

Why would Israel cut off their hair and make themselves bald?

9.

Why did they plan and practice evil?

10.

What kind of disaster did God have planned for them?

11.

To whom does God’s word do good?

12. Who would God put together like the sheep of the fold?
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Lesson 14 - Micah 3 - 5
Who is Like God
Micah

3:1-12 Sins denounced, destruction of Jerusalem foretold
4:1-5 Law and peace
4:6-13 God’s victorious reign
5:1-15 The Messiah and his reign

1.

Who in Israel loved evil and hated good?

2.

Why would God not hear them when they cried?

3.

Who would have night without vision and why?

4.

Because of whom would Zion be ploughed like a field?

5.

Where would the Lord’s house be established?
Who would go up into it?
What would proceed from Zion?
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What describes their peaceful nature?
6.

Does this have reference to Christ and the church?

7.

Who would be made a strong nation?

8.

What will God do to the nations that gather against Israel?

9.

Who would come from Bethlehem?

10.

Micah calls the land of Assyria the land of
_______________.
Why? (Gen. 10:8-11)

11.

List the things God would cut off and destroy
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