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Lesson #1
O

verview
 A

nd T
hem

e O
f T

he B
ible

O
verview

 of th
e B

ib
le

T
he w

ord
 “B

ible” m
eans “B

ook.” T
he B

ible is a
collection of 66 books. A

t least 40 m
en took part in

w
riting of it over a period

 of about 1600 years. T
he

O
ld

 Testam
ent w

as w
ritten m

ainly in the H
ebrew

langu
age, w

ith p
arts of D

aniel in A
ram

aic. T
he

N
ew

 Testam
ent w

as w
ritten in the com

m
on G

reek
langu

age of the tim
e.  B

y the first centu
ry A

.D
.

w
hen C

hrist lived
, the O

ld
 Testam

ent had
 alread

y
been com

piled
, and

 the sam
e books that are ac-

cepted
 as our O

ld
 Testam

ent tod
ay w

ere accepted
then as Scripture. T

he N
ew

 Testam
ent of course

w
as being w

ritten and
 com

piled
 d

uring the first
century.

T
he B

ible is a rem
arkable B

ook. From
 a hum

an
stand

point, there is m
uch to be am

azed
 at in the

w
riting and

 com
pilation of the B

ible. B
ut there is

another factor involved
. T

he B
ible claim

s to be the
w

ord
 of G

od
, not just a collection of books w

ritten
by m

en. T
he B

ible d
id

 not originate w
ith m

an at
all. In fact, G

od
 used

 m
en by inspiring them

 by
H

is H
oly Spirit to w

rite the things that H
e w

anted
us to know

 ( 2 Peter 1:20,21; I C
orinthians 2:9-16).

T
hus, G

od
 is the author of the B

ible, and
 it w

as by
H

is oversight and
 d

irection that w
e now

 have the
collection of 66 books that m

ake up the B
ible. T

here
is m

uch evid
ence available to us that should

 con-
vince us that the B

ible is the w
ord

 of G
od

 and
 that

it is trustw
orthy. T

he harm
ony of Scripture, proph-

ecy, and
 its  survival are but a few

 irrefutable evi-
d

ences that the B
ible is really w

hat it claim
s to be,

the w
ord

 of G
od

.
T

he B
ible is the com

plete revelation of G
od

. It
is profitable for d

octrine, reproof, correction, in-
struction in righteousness, and

 m
aking one com

-
plete for every good

 w
ork (2 Tim

othy 3:16,17). T
he

B
ible is the objective stand

ard
 by w

hich w
e w

ill be
jud

ged
 (John 12:48). T

hus, all of our appeals m
ust

be from
 the B

ible, for this is the only w
ay that w

e
can know

 that w
e are pleasing to G

od
; and

 it is the
only w

ay that w
e can have the unity that G

od
 d

e-
sires (I C

orinthians 1:10-13; E
phesians 4:1-6). W

e
m

ust not think beyond
 the Scriptures, nor trans-

gress the d
octrine of C

hrist (2 John 9; I C
orinthians

4:6). E
verything that w

e teach, believe, and
 prac-

tice m
ust be found

 in G
od

's inspired
 w

ord
. T

his is
the first m

ajor prem
ise upon w

hich w
e w

ill build
all of our lessons in this series. O

therw
ise, w

e w
ill

be groping in m
an's insufficiencies (Proverbs 14:12;

Jerem
iah 10:23).

T
h

em
e of th

e B
ib

le
E

ven though the B
ible is m

ad
e up of 66 books,

it is not a d
isjointed

 collection of m
yths and

 fables.
It is true and

 accurate. Furtherm
ore, it has a flow

to it, a beginning and
 an end

, and
 it all goes to-

gether as one w
hole story. For instances, the book

of E
xod

us picks right up w
here G

enesis left off,
Leviticus picks up w

here Exodus left off, and N
um

-
bers goes from

 there. Likew
ise, the N

ew
 Testam

ent
books pick up and

 carry the sam
e them

e that the
O

ld
 Testam

ent d
oes. In fact, one cannot fully grasp

the N
ew

 Testam
ent w

ithout som
e und

erstand
ing

of the O
ld

. T
his just points out the fact that the

B
ible is com

plete and
 w

hole, and
 need

s to be taken
as a unit. W

e cannot pick and
 choose w

hich books
w

e like best and
 d

isregard
 the rest. T

hey are all
vitally im

portant to our und
erstand

ing of the w
ill

of G
od

.
T

he B
ible has a purpose. It is com

m
unication

from
 G

od
 to m

an, and
 G

od
 has som

ething very
im

portant to say to us. “G
od, w

ho at various tim
es

12.
T

F
W

ithout faith w
e can still be pleasing to G

od.
H

ebrew
s 11:6.

13.
T

F
I m

ust repent of sins before I can be saved
.

A
cts 17:30,31

14.
T

F
B

ap
tism

 is necessary for the rem
ission of

sins. A
cts 2:38; 22:16

15.
T

F
W

e are allow
ed

 to think beyond
 w

hat is
w

ritten. 1 C
orinthians 4:6; 2 John 9

P
art D

: Look up the follow
ing verses and m

atch them
 w

ith
their m

ain thoughts.

1.2 Tim
othy 3:16,17

a.M
en spoke as

m
ovd

ed
 by the

2.2 Peter 1:20
H

oly Spirit.
b.Scriptures are able

3.G
alatians 3:27

to m
ake us

com
plete.

4.R
om

ans 6:23
c.G

od
 prom

ised
eternal life.

5.Titus 1:2
d

.Put on C
hrist in

baptism
.

e.W
ages of sin is

d
eath.

N
am

e
_______________________________________

A
d

d
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_____________________________________

C
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State
___________________________________
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_________________________

Z
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Please answ
er the follow

ing Q
uestions,

then cut out this panel and
 m

ail it back.

P
art A

: Fill-in
1.H

ow
 m

any books m
ake up the B

ible?
_______

2.T
he Scriptures are profitable for

________
,

reproff,____________
, an

d
 in

stru
ction

 in
 righ

-
teousness. 2 Tim

othy 3:16,17.

3.T
he w

ages of sinis
____________

. R
om

ans 6:23

4.A
ll have

_____________
 and

 fallen short of the
glory of G

od
. R

om
ans 3:23

5.T
he w

ay that lead
s to d

estruction is
_________

 and
 there are

__________
 w

ho go in by it, but the
w

ay to life is
_____________

 and
 there are

__
____________

 w
ho find

 it. M
atthew

 7:13,14)

P
art B

: M
ultiple C

hoice (circle one)
6.H

ow
 d

id
 H

oly m
en of G

od
 speak? 2 Peter 1:21

a.From
 them

selves
b.A

s they w
ere m

oved
 by the H

oly Spirit.
c.A

s they w
ere told

 from
 other m

en.

7.W
hat is the stand

ard
 by w

hich w
e w

ill be jud
ged

?
John 12:48
a.H

ow
 good

 w
e are in com

parison to others.
b.O

ur ow
n feelings.

c.T
he w

ord
 of G

od
.

8.W
hat d

id
 C

hrist d
o for every m

an? H
ebrew

s 2:9
a.Tasted

 d
eath.

b. Provid
ed

 entertainm
ent.

c.Prom
ised

 health and
 w

ealth.

9.Salvation is offered
 to everyone w

ho w
ill d

o w
hat?

R
om

ans 1:16; H
ebrew

s 5:9; M
atthew

 7:21
a.B

e good
 citizens.

b.Say “L
ord

, L
ord

.”
c.B

elieve and
 obey.

P
art C

: True or False (circle one)
10.

T
F

T
he them

e of the B
ible is G

od
's plan for

m
an's salvation.

11.
T

F
G

od
 w

ants everyone to perish and
 reject the

truth. 2 Peter 3:9; 1 Tim
othy 2:4

and in various w
ays spoke in tim

e past to the fathers by
the prophets, has in these last days spoken to us by H

is
Son . . .” (H

ebrew
s 1:1,2). T

his points to our great
need

 to listen to the w
ord

 of G
od

 so that w
e can

gain the faith w
e need

 to be saved
 (R

om
ans 10:17).

The Bible has one m
ain them

e throughout its pages,
both in the O

ld
 and

 N
ew

 Testam
ents. T

hat them
e

is G
od's plan for m

an's salvation.
T

he book of G
enesis opens w

ith the creation of
the w

orld
. T

he first tw
o chapters go into d

etail of
the creation, w

ith chapter tw
o focusing in on m

an.
A

t that tim
e, A

d
am

 and
 E

ve lived
 in the gard

en of
E

d
en, w

hich w
as literally parad

ise on earth. T
here

w
as no corruption, no d

eath, and
 no evil. H

ow
-

ever, chapter three m
arks a sad

 d
ay fro m

ankind
.

A
d

am
 and

 E
ve sinned

, w
hich resulted

 in Spiritual
d

eath, separation from
 G

od
 and

 from
 the gard

en.
It also resu

lted
 in p

hysical d
eath, w

hich w
as to

com
e to them

 a few
 years later. G

od
 has revealed

that “the w
ages of sin is death” (R

om
ans 6:23). T

hus,
A

dam
 and Eve w

ere the first sinners, and since then
no one (except Jesus C

hrist) has succeed
ed

 in liv-
ing w

ithout sin (R
om

ans 3;23; 5;12). T
his is not be-

cause sin is inherited
 from

 generation to genera-
tion, but because m

an has since then alw
ays m

ad
e

the choice to rebel against G
od

.
It is not G

od
's w

ill that any should
 perish in

their sins (2 Peter 3:9). T
hus, from

 G
enesis three on

through the rest of the B
ible. G

od
 reveals H

is plan
to save m

ankind
 from

 their sins. T
his plan is cen-

tered
 on O

ne w
ho w

ould
 com

e d
ow

n from
 heaven,

live a sinless life, and
 d

ie for the sins of the w
orld

,
tasting death for every m

an in order to pay the price
for sin (H

ebrew
s 2:9; 2 C

orinthians 5:21). T
his O

ne
is know

n as Jesus C
hrist. H

e is the central them
e in

both the O
ld

 and
 N

ew
 Testam

ents. E
ven in G

en-
esis three, G

od
 gives a glim

pse of hope to those in
sin (3:15). T

hen H
e prom

ises to A
braham

 that from
h

is seed
 all th

e n
ation

s of th
e earth

 w
ou

ld
 be

blessed
 (G

enesis 12:3). H
e w

as speaking of Jesus
(A

cts 3:25,26). T
he O

ld
 Testam

ent   then follow
s

the d
escend

ants of A
braham

 through w
hom

 the
C

hrist w
ou

ld
 com

e. T
hese d

escend
ants becam

e
know

n as the child
ren of Israel, the H

ebrew
s, or

the Jew
s. G

od
 took these people, set them

 apart
and

 gave them
 a L

aw
 to follow

. T
his L

aw
 is know

n
as the “L

aw
 of M

oses,” and
 it began w

ith the Ten

C
om

m
and

s as first given in E
xod

us 20. D
uring the

years that the child
ren of Israel lived

 in the land
of C

anaan, they w
ere to be looking for the C

hrist
w

ho w
ould

 d
eliver them

 from
 sin. T

he prophets
(books of Isaiah through M

alachi), prophesied
 of-

ten of the C
hrist. U

nfortunately, the child
ren of

Israel ultim
ately rebelled against G

od and they lost
their land

 and
 pow

er as a nation. Yet, G
od

 kept
H

is prom
ise and

 sent the Savior into the w
orld

.
T

his is w
here the N

ew
 Testam

ent begins. T
he first

four books, M
atthew

, M
ark, L

uke and
 John, give

us biographical accounts of the life of Jesus C
hrist.

T
hey show

 conclusively that Jesus w
as the fulfill-

m
ent of O

ld
 Testam

ent prom
ises and

 prophecies.
H

e ind
eed

 is the Savior of the w
orld

, and
 by H

is
life and

 d
eath, offers salvation to everyone w

ho
w

ill believe and
 obey H

is w
ord

 (R
om

ans 1:16;
H

ebrew
s 5:9).

T
he book of A

cts gives the history and
 grow

th
of the early church of C

hrist. Jesus had
 prom

ised
to build

 H
is church (M

atthew
 16:18), and

 A
cts 2

gives the account of its establishm
ent. T

he w
ord

“church” sim
ply m

eans “called
 out” and

 it refers
to G

od
's people w

ho have been called
 out of sin

and
 d

arkness into the kingd
om

 of G
od

's d
ear son

(2 T
hessalonians 2:14; C

olossians 1:13). T
he rest of

the N
ew

 Testam
ent (R

om
ans through R

evelation)
are epistles (letters) w

ritten to churches and
 ind

i-
vid

ual C
hristians instructing them

 further in the
w

ay of G
od

.

C
an

 I B
e S

aved
?

Jesus C
hrist sacrificed

 H
im

self on a cross in or-
d

er to d
ie for the sins of the w

orld
. T

his includ
es

all of us; and
 G

od
 our Savior “desires all m

en to be
saved and to com

e to the know
ledge of the truth” (1

Tim
othy 2:4). T

hus, you can be saved
 from

 your
sins and

 enjoy the prom
ised

 hope of eternal life in
heaven (1 John 2:25; Titus 1:5). In ord

er for you to
be saved

 from
 sins and

 have this hope, you m
ust

com
ply w

ith the cond
itions that G

od
 has set d

ow
n

in H
is w

ord
. R

em
em

ber, the only w
ay that w

e
know

 that w
e are right is if w

e follow
 exactly w

hat
G

od
 says. T

he only w
ay that w

e can know
 that w

e
are saved

 is by looking to H
is w

ord
. “T

hese things
I have w

ritten to you w
ho believe in the nam

e of the
Son of G

od, that you m
ay know

 that you have eternal

life, and that you m
ay continue to believe in the nam

e of
the Son of G

od.” (1 John 5:13). W
e cannot know

 w
e

are saved
 based

 on our ow
n feelings, but only by

G
od

's w
ord

. H
ow

? W
e find

 out w
hat G

od
 says, d

o
that, and

 w
e have the prom

ise of eternal life. It's
that sim

ple. T
he problem

 is that there are too m
any

w
ho d

on't w
ant to d

o w
hat G

od
 says. A

s a result,
there are m

any w
ho w

ill be lost, even though they
thought they w

ere saved
 (M

atthew
 7:21-23; L

uke
6:46). W

e m
ust realize that Jesus taught that the w

ay
to heaven is narrow

 and
 there are few

 w
ho find

 it,
but the w

ay to hell is w
id

e, and
 there are m

any
w

ho find
 it (M

atthew
 7:13,14). If you w

ant to be
am

ong the few
 w

ho find
 the narrow

 w
ay, then you

m
ust obey all that G

od
 says to d

o.

W
h

at M
u

st I D
o?

T
his is the question the Jew

s asked
 Peter in A

cts
2:37. T

hey w
ere convicted

 of their sins and
 w

anted
to know

 how
 to be saved

. W
e w

ill here briefly out-
line w

hat G
od

 com
m

and
s us to d

o to be saved
:

1.U
pon hearing the w

ord
 of G

od
, w

e m
ust believe

the gospel (R
om

ans 1:16; 10:17). “W
ithout faith, it is

im
possible to please G

od. . . ” (H
ebrew

s 11:6).
2.W

e m
ust repent of and

 turn from
 our sins (A

cts
17:30,31). W

e cannot continue living in our sins if
w

e w
ant to go to heaven (R

om
ans 6:1,2).

3.W
e m

ust confess Jesus C
hrist as L

ord
 w

ith our
m

ouths (R
om

ans 10:9,10; M
atthew

 10:32,33).
4.W

e m
ust be buried

 in w
ater (baptized

) for the
rem

ission of ou
r sins (A

cts 2:38; 22:16; R
om

ans
6:3,4). W

hen w
e d

o this, w
e crucify ourselves, bury

the old
 m

an, put on C
hrist, and

 rise to w
alk in new

-
ness of life (G

alatians 5:24; 3:27).
A

fter w
e have d

one w
hat G

od
 says in ord

er to
be saved

, w
e m

ust then continue to abid
e in H

is
w

ord
 (John 8:31). W

e m
ust be faithful unto d

eath
in ord

er to receive the crow
n of life (R

evelation
2:10).

Jesus C
hrist is the w

ay, the truth, and
 the life

(John 14:6). O
nly through H

im
 can w

e be saved
(A

cts 4:12). You m
ust be convinced

 of this and
 act

accord
ingly.
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