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Lesson #4
S

im
ply C

hristians

✃

T
h

e C
h

u
rch

 of T
h

e L
ord

Before Jesus died on the cross, H
e prom

ised that
H

e w
ould

 build
 H

is church (M
atthew

 16:18). T
his

prom
ise w

as fu
lfilled

 in A
cts 2. T

he gospel w
as

preached
, the cond

itions for salvation w
ere given,

and
 those w

ho obeyed
 w

ere ad
d

ed
 to the church

by the L
ord

 (A
cts 2:37,38, 41,47).

Ju
st w

hat is the chu
rch? T

he w
ord

 “chu
rch”

m
eans “called

 out.” It refers to people w
ho w

ere
called

 out of one thing into another. In the case of
C

hrist's church, people w
ere called

 out of sin and
d

ark
n

ess, 
an

d
 

in
to

 
th

e 
k

in
g

d
o

m
 

o
f 

G
o

d
(C

olossians 1:13; 2 T
hessalonians 2:14). T

hose w
ho

are saved
 have been p

u
rchased

 by the blood
 of

C
hrist (A

cts 20:28). This is the body of people w
hom

C
hrist w

ill save (E
phesians 5:23). It is vital, there-

fore, that w
e und

erstand
 som

e things about this
church.

F
irst, 

th
e 

L
o

rd
 

b
u

ilt 
o

n
ly

 
o

n
e 

ch
u

rch
.

E
phesians 4:4 tell us, “T

here is one body.”  E
arlier,

this bod
y is id

entified
 as the church: “A

nd H
e put

all things under H
is feet, and gave H

im
 to be head over

all things to the church, w
hich is H

is body, the fullness
of H

im
 w

ho fills all in all.” (E
phesians 1:22,23). Since

the bod
y is the church, and

 there is only one uni-
versal bod

y of people w
ho w

ill be saved
. C

hrist
d

id
 not com

e to build
 any d

enom
inations. In fact

d
enom

inations w
ere unheard

 of until centuries af-
ter C

hrist's church w
as established

. D
enom

ination-
alism

 is built upon d
ivision, and

 is sinful (1 C
orin-

th
ian

s 1:10-13). T
h

e L
ord

 d
id

 n
ot bu

ild
 m

an
y

churches based
 upon m

any faiths. R
ather, H

e built
one church based

 upon one faith (E
phesians 4:5).

C
hurches built later and

 found
ed

 upon the d
oc-

trines of m
en are w

rong, and
 m

ust be rejected
 (see

M
atthew

 15:1-9, 13; Psalm
 127:1).

T
he w

ord
 “church,” as it refers to G

od
's people,

is used
 in a couple of d

ifferent senses. It is used
 in

the universal sense, m
eaning all of the called

 out
people of G

od
 w

ithout reference to tim
e and

 space
(place). This refers to all of G

od's people at all tim
es,

those w
hose nam

es are “registered in heaven” (H
e-

brew
s 12:23) . T

hus, w
hether people live in Europe,

the U
nited States, or any other country, if they obey

the gospel, then they are added to the Lord's church
by the L

ord
 H

im
self.

T
he w

ord
 “church” is also used

 in a local sense.
T

his refers to G
od

's people w
ho have band

ed
 to-

gether in a specific location in ord
er to carry out

certain com
m

and
s that G

od
 ord

ained
 to take place

w
ithin a local church organization. For instance,

Paul w
rote a letter to “the church of G

od w
hich is at

C
orinth” (1 C

orinthians 1:2). T
his w

as w
ritten to a

specific group of people w
ho assem

bled
 in a spe-

cific locality. It is in this sense in w
hich the w

ord
“church” can also be used in the plural. Paul w

rote,
“T

he churches of C
hrist salute you” (R

om
ans 16:16).

T
his refers, not to several d

enom
inations, but to

several local congregations that belonged
 to G

od
.

T
he church in a universal sense has no organi-

zation. There are no earthly headquarters, no coun-
cils, synod

s, or groups to d
ecid

e w
hat everyone

else is to d
o. T

here is no “m
other church” to w

hich
all other churches are tied

. T
he only organization

of the church is found
 in the local w

ork (see Phil-
ippians 1:1). G

od
 has ord

ained
 that certain things

be d
one as a church, in w

hich C
hristians com

e to-
gether in ord

er to fulfill a particular com
m

and
. For

exam
ple, the d

isciples m
et together as a church on

the first d
ay of the w

eek in ord
er to break bread

,
or partake of the L

ord
's Supper (A

cts 20:7; 1 C
orin-

thians 11:18-34). C
hristians are to assem

ble w
ith

each other on the first d
ay of the w

eek to d
o this.

T
hus, w

hen several C
hristians m

eet and
 d

ecid
e to
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12.
T

F
G

od
 approves of d

enom
inationalsim

 and
d

ivision.  1 C
orinthians 1:10-13

13
T

F
W

h
oever tran

sgresses th
e d

octrin
e of

C
hrist d

oes not have G
od

.  2 John 9

14.
Salv

ation
 can

 b
e fou

n
d

 in
 m

an
y

 n
am

es.
A

cts 4:12

15.
T

F
T

h
e b

o
d

y
 o

f C
h

rist is th
e ch

u
rch

.
E

phesians 1:22-23

P
art D

: Look up the follow
ing verses and m

atch them
w

ith their m
ain thoughts:

1.A
cts 11:26

a.C
alled

 by the gospel

2.2 T
hessalonians 2:14

b.Jud
ged

 by the w
ord

.

3.H
ebrew

s 12:23
c.D

isciples called
C

hristians.
4.John 12:48

d
.C

hrist is the Savior of
the bod

y.
5.E

phesians 5:23
e.N

am
es registered

 in
heaven.

T
his is the final lesson in this series. If you w

ould
like to study further, w

e w
ould be happy to study w

ith
you. W

e have several other B
ible C

ourses available as
w

ell as a four lesson H
om

e B
ible Study. P

lease send these
answ

ers back to us and w
e w

ill contact you so that w
e

can study m
ore w

ith you. If you have any specific ques-
tions, w

rite them
 dow

n and send them
 w

ith this.

N
am

e
_____________________________________

A
d

d
ress

___________________________________

C
ity/

State
_________________________________

Phone
________________________

Z
ip

_________

M
ail to:©

 - 1995 M
ikeal R

. H
ughes

M
ik

e H
u

gh
es



Please answ
er the follow

ing Q
uestions, then cut

out this panel and
 m

ail it back.

P
art A

: Fill-in
1.“I w

ill build
 M

y
___________

.” M
atthew

 16:18.

2.T
he w

ord
 “church” m

eans
_______________

.

3.“T
here is

_____________
bod

y.” E
phesians 4:4

W
hat is the bod

y?
_________

Ephesians 1:22-23

4.“T
he d

isciples w
ere first called

___________
in

A
ntioch.” A

cts 11:26

5.To be true  d
isciples  of C

hrist, w
e  m

ust
___________

w
ithin the w

ord
. John 8:31-32

6.“N
ot everyone w

ho says to M
e,

__________
,

shall
_____________

 the
______________

of heaven, but he w
ho

___________
 the w

ill of
M

y Father w
ho is in heaven.” M

atthew
 7:21

P
art B

: M
ultiple C

hoice (circle one)
7.

T
he w

ord
 “church” refers to:

a.A
 build

ing.
b.T

he called
 out people of G

od
.

c.A
 d

enom
ination.

8.
T

he d
isciples m

et together on the first d
ay of

the w
eek: A

cts 20:7
a.To break bread
b.To play gam

es.
c.To entertain one another.

9.
If anyone speaks, let him

 speak: 1 Peter 4:11
a.A

s he w
ants to speak.

b.A
s the oracles of G

od
.

c.A
ccord

ing to w
hat m

en have d
ecid

ed
.

10.
Faith com

es by hearing: R
om

ans 10:17
a.T

he trad
itions of m

en.
b.Your ow

n feelings.
c.T

he w
ord

 of G
od

.

P
art C

: True or False (circle one)
11.

T
F

T
here are m

any faiths. E
phesians 4:5

selves that w
as unknow

n until centuries later?
O

f course, just w
earing a nam

e is not enough.
In ord

er to be C
hristians, w

e m
ust be follow

ing
G

od
's w

ord
. A

 true C
hristian is going to find

 other
true C

hristians w
ith w

hom
 to w

ork.

B
ack

 To T
h

e B
ib

le
W

ith so m
any churches existing today, how

 can
w

e know
 w

ho is right and
 w

ho is w
rong? T

he an-
sw

er is, “G
o back to the B

ible.” It is our d
uty to

“test the spirits, w
hether they are of G

od” (1 John 4:1),
and to “Test all things; hold fast w

hat is good” (2 T
hes-

salonians 5:21). G
od

's w
ord

 is the stand
ard

, and
everyone not living up to that is w

rong. C
hurches

that d
o not follow

 the pattern for the church as
laid

 d
ow

n in the B
ible are not churches of C

hrist.
T

hus, it is our d
uty to search the Scriptures, m

ak-
ing sure that w

hat is taught and
 practiced

 is the
truth (A

cts 17:11). If w
e are d

eceived
, it is our ow

n
fault.

It is the plea of every C
hristian, especially in

tod
ay's w

orld
 of so m

an d
enom

inations and
 d

oc-
trines, to go back to the B

ible. T
his is so for several

reasons:
1.

G
od

 tells us that w
e cannot go beyond

 H
is

w
ord

. W
e are not to think beyond

 w
hat is w

ritten
(1 C

orinthians 4:6). If w
e transgress the d

octrine
of C

hrist, then w
e lose fellow

ship w
ith G

od (2 John
9). W

e are told
, “ If anyone speaks, let him

 speak as
the oracles of G

od. ” (1 Peter 4:11).
2.

It is the only w
ay w

e can have proper faith.
“So then faith com

es by hearing, and hearing by the
w

ord of G
od.” (R

om
ans 10:17). “Faith” derived from

any other source is not true faith. T
herefore, in or-

d
er to be pleasing to G

od
, w

e m
ust abid

e w
ithin

H
is w

ord
 (John 8:31,32).

3.
It is the only w

ay that w
e can m

aintain
proper u

nity am
ong G

od
's people. G

od
 d

esires
unity. True unity is not “unity in d

iversity,” but
rather unity that is based upon the Bible. Ephesians
4:3-6 tells us  “endeavoring to keep the unity of the
Spirit in the bond of peace.  T

here is one body and one
Spirit, just as you w

ere called in one hope of your call-
ing;  one Lord, one faith, one baptism

;  one G
od and

Father of all, w
ho is above all, and through all, and in

you all. ” U
nity is based

 upon the “one faith.” W
e

cannot please G
od

 w
hile at the sam

e tim
e accept-

ing m
any “faiths.” T

herefore, w
e m

ust go back to
the B

ible and
 abid

e therein.
4.

W
e m

u
st go back to the B

ible becau
se of

jud
gm

ent. Jesus said
, “H

e w
ho rejects M

e, and does
not receive M

y w
ords, has that w

hich judges him
--the

w
ord that I have spoken w

ill judge him
 in the last day.”

(John 12:48). T
he basis u

p
on w

hich w
e w

ill be
jud

ged
 is G

od
's w

ord
. Jesus also said

, “N
ot every-

one w
ho says to M

e, ‘Lord, Lord,’ shall enter the king-
dom

 of heaven, but he w
ho does the w

ill of M
y Father in

heaven. M
any w

ill say to M
e in that day, ‘Lord, Lord,

have w
e not prophesied in Your nam

e, cast out dem
ons

in Your nam
e, and done m

any w
onders in Your nam

e?’
A

nd then I w
ill declare to them

, ‘I never knew
 you; de-

part from
 M

e, you w
ho practice law

lessness!’” (M
at-

thew
 7:21-23). T

here w
ill be m

any surprised
 people

on the d
ay of jud

gm
ent, and

 the only w
ay w

e can
have confid

ence and
 not be asham

ed
 w

hen H
e

com
es again is to abid

e in H
im

 and
 H

is w
ord

 (1
John 4:28).

5.
A

s m
entioned

, going back to the B
ible is the

only w
ay that w

e can truly be C
hristians, If w

e d
o

w
hat they d

id
 in the first century, then w

e w
ill be

nothing m
ore than sim

ply C
hristians.

To be ju
st a C

hristian, one m
u

st believe that
Jesus is the Son of G

od
, repent of sins, confess Jesus

as the Son of G
od

, and
 buried

 w
ith C

hrist in bap-
tism

 for the rem
ission of sins (H

ebrew
s 11:6; A

cts
3:19; R

om
ans 10:9,10; A

cts 2:38). O
nce a C

hristian,
one m

ust find a local group of G
od's people to w

ork
and

 w
orship w

ith. T
his is in ord

er to m
eet other

cond
itions that G

od
 has given in H

is w
ord

 (see
H

ebrew
s 10:23-25; A

cts 20:7; E
phesians 5:19, etc.).

Every C
hristian then m

ust be faithful to G
od, grow

-
ing in H

is grace and
 know

led
ge (2 Peter 3:18). O

ur
goal is to please G

od
 and

 go to heaven. W
e w

ish to
help as m

any as w
e can to d

o the sam
e. T

herefore,
w

e m
ust urge others to go back to the B

ible, follow
only w

hat is w
ritten therein, and

 be sim
ply C

hris-
tians. Faithful churches of C

hrist do exist today, but
the only w

ay to know
 for sure is to test w

hat is
believed

 and
 practiced

 by the B
ible.

w
ork together, then they becom

e the chu
rch of

C
hrist in that specific location. E

very person w
ho

h
as obeyed

 th
e gosp

el an
d

 been
 ad

d
ed

 to th
e

church (universal) by the Lord needs to find a faith-
fu

l local grou
p

 of C
hristians w

ho are follow
ing

G
od

's w
ord

 in ord
er to carry out G

od
's w

ill. U
n-

less this is d
one, they w

ill be unable to obey cer-
tain com

m
and

s that are to be d
one “as a church.”

S
im

p
ly C

h
ristian

s
T

hose w
ho obeyed

 the gospel cam
e to be know

as “C
hristians” (A

cts 11:26). T
hey w

ere not id
enti-

fied
 by m

an-m
ad

e nam
es. T

hey d
id

 not call them
-

selves after m
en or after m

en's d
octrines. In fact,

w
hen certain ones tried

 to call them
selves after

m
en, they w

ere rebuked
 for it (1 C

orinthians 1:10-
13). A

ll that such can lead
  to is d

ivision, w
hich is

strongly cond
em

ned
 by G

od
. W

e are to be follow
-

ers of C
hrist only, sim

ply C
hristians w

ho are fol-
low

ing G
od

's w
ord

 in every w
ay. T

hus, w
hen look-

ing for a group of people w
ith w

hom
 to w

ork and
w

orship, m
ake sure that they are not a d

enom
ina-

tion, that they are not nam
ed

 after a m
an or a m

an's
doctrine. M

ake sure they are sim
ply C

hristians w
ho

are follow
ing G

od
's w

ord
.

N
am

es are very im
portant in G

od's w
ord. T

here
are several reasons w

hy w
e are to w

ear the nam
e

of C
hrist only:

1.
It honors C

hrist w
ho d

ied
 for us. W

hy honor
m

an for som
ething that C

hrist d
id

?
2.

W
e are baptized

 in the nam
e of C

hrist and
into C

hrist (A
cts 2:38; G

alatians 3:27).
3.

T
he B

ible cond
em

ns w
earing hum

an nam
es

(1 C
orinthians 1:10-13; 3:4-6, 11).

4.
W

e are “m
arried

” to C
hrist (R

om
ans 7:4;

E
phesians 5:23-30). W

ould
 w

e m
arry one person

w
hile taking another's nam

e?
5.

T
here is salvation in no other nam

e (A
cts

4:12; John 14:6).
6.

W
e are G

od
's child

ren (G
alatians 3:26; 1

Tim
othy 3:15). D

o child
ren take som

eone else's
nam

e?
7.

A
s show

n, this is the nam
e that the d

isciples
in the first century w

ere called
 (A

cts 11:26). If w
e

w
ish to be C

hristians just like those in the first cen-
tury, w

ho lived
 und

er the d
irection of the apostles

of Jesus, then w
hy w

ould
 w

e take a nam
e to our-
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