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Introduction

The word Revelation comes from the Greek word Apokalupsis from which
comes the Latin term Apocaypse which in the English is Revelation. The word
means to uncover that which is hidden or anything view as prophetic. Hence, it
is a “showing to others” that “which was not know before by them. Thus God is
showing to man the nature of man and at the same time God showing to man
the nature of God. Also, God showing to man the nature of “his will and
purpose” concerning man. God shows all these things to man by either “words”
given to and spoken by the various prophets, and Christ, by commandment,
spoken by the Apostles and by the written word. By Law - All of God’s
commands are “Law” whether spoken or written. By signs that were given to
man as a “works “ of God to cause man to know the Power of God. To fear God
- To obey God - To know that He is God. By signs given to man also to cause
Him to turn to God - to cause man to believe in God or by signs given to man
as a “code” written in “symbols and figures” such as found in the book of
Revelation. Thus the whole Bible is a “Revelation” of God to man concerning
the “relationship” between “man and God’ and between “man and his
fellowman”, with the Book of “Revelation” written for a special purpose fitting a
special occasion, and need of the church at that time. The book contains the
revelation of Jesus Christ (Revelation 1:1). It is a book of prophecy (Rev. 1:3).
Therefore; the future from the time that John wrote was involved. A key to the
structure of the book is found in three statements that are contained within it.
(Revelation 1:19). “Things which are” - things that then existed when John
wrote. “Things that shall be hereafter” are things that were to transpire in the
future experience of the church.

Since many of the things that were spoken of were to “shortly come to
pass” (Revelation 1:1) from the time John wrote, we should consider the book in
the light of history - rather than from the standpoint of prophecy. The context
of the book were signified - shown by signs and symbols - unto John (Rev. 1:D.
Signify means to sign-i-fy to set forth in signs, Just as a type cannot be made to
typify itself, neither can a sign signify itself, but is to stand for something else.
Since the word signified is a key word to the proper understanding of the book.

The book of Revelation reveals the conflict of the church with persecuting
powers. This advanced history was set forth in signs for a purpose. No other
book in the New Testament is like it. What was that purpose? Similar
circumstances that were to face the church from the time John wrote, also faced
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Jesus and his disciples during His personal ministry. They were confronted with
the persecution of the Jews. Hence, Jesus said to His disciples “Because it has
been given to you to know the mysteries of the kingdom of heaven, but to them
it has not been given. For whoever has, to him more will be given, and he will
have abundance; but whoever does not have, even what he has will be taken
away from him. Therefore I speak to them in parables, because seeing they do
not see, and hearing they do not hear, nor do they understand.” (Matthew
13:11-13). If Jesus had told the Jews in plain words what he put in symbolic
language in parables, it would have called forth premature persecution. Thus he
concealed in parables the mystery of the Kingdom. Only the disciples could
understand. Upon the same basis if Christ had put the truth of the book of
Revelation in literal language, the pagan persecutors would have immediate
information concerning the prophetic fate of their empire, and would have
engaged in premature struggle against the church. Thus the symbolic language
concealed such information from them.

Author and Date and Place of Writing

The author the Apostle John was the most able and best fitted to write
“Revelation” being close to Jesus when He was on earth, and being one who
Loves most and Understood the Nature of God more so than anyone else.

The “Revelation” was received on the Isle of Patmos, which is about 60 miles
southwest of Ephesus, and about 6 miles wide - 10 miles long. In the
persecution of Domitian A.D. 95 John “Was” exiled here some Authorities
claim, others believe the Exile to be under Nero. But the fact Revelation 1:9
uses the past tense “was” in Patmos seems to indicated John received the vision
in Patmos, and later released and then elsewhere writing the book.

There were ten imperial persecutions: Beginning with Nero, who in 64 AD
cause the great fire in Rome, and accusing the Christians ordered their
punishment. Thousands of Christians were put to death in the most cruel and
horrible ways, and Paul and Peter was claimed to be among them. Many
authorities believe that during the second great persecution, that of Domitian
96AD was when John was banished to Patmos in exile. These persecutions,
some authorities claim, as the reason for the “Revelation” of Christ to John,
given to encourage and to strengthen the faith of Christians at this time, and
that the body of Christ - the church - would eventually triumph over the forces

of evil. Those persecutions lasted through 253-260 AD under Diocletian, the last

and most sever of all throughout the whole empire. Thus the signs and symbols
of “Revelation” and the difference in style and diction seem to indicate the
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19.

20.

21.

22.

23.

‘Who does Jesus say he is according to chapter22? _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

Who urges men to come totheLord? _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __ _ ____ _ _

‘Who may come totheLord? _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __ _ ____ ______

‘What will happen to the man who shall add to the things in the Revelation?

‘What will happen to the man who shall takes away from the things of the
Revelation?__ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ ________

He who testifies to these things says, “Surely I am coming __ _ _ _ _ _ _ _
Amen. Evenso, _ _ _ _ _ e e L _ .
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IO.

II.

I2.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.
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How many foundations did the city have? _ _ _ _ _ _ ‘What were the
names on the foundations? _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _____
The __ _ _ _ _ talking to John had a golden reed to measure the __ _ _
the - _ _ _ _ _ _ __ andthe - _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _.
The cityislaidoutasa _ _ _ _ _ _ , the length is as great as its breadth,
which measures twelve hundred furlongs. T/F
The wall measured _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ and the wallwasof _ _ _ _ _ _ and
the city was pure (1) diamonds, (2) gold, (3) jasper.
The gates, __ _ _ _ _ in number, and there were of (1) gold, (2) pearls, (3)
jasper, and the street of the city was pure _ _ _ _ _ _ , like transparent
In Chapter 21 what was John now shown?__ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _
Where did it come from?_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __ _ _ ___ _ _ _ __
‘What was in the middle of the street on either side of the river?
_______________ How many kinds of fruit did it bear?
No () light, (2) night, (3) darkness, shall be and they needno _ _ _ _ _ _
nor lightof the __ _ _ _ _ . Who gives the saved ones light? _ _ _ _ _ _
How long shall they reign?__ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __ _ _ _ _ __
John was told to seal the words of the _ _ _ _ _ _ _ of this book, for the
time is at hand. T/ F
Hewhois_ _ _ _ _ ; let him be unjust still; he whois _ _ _ _ ,let him be
________ ; he that is unrighteous let him be unrighteous still; he
thatis __ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ ,lethimbe _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ still. T/F
The Lord comes (1) shortly, (2) quickly, 3) slowly, and His _ _ _ _ is with
Him, to give every _ _ _ _ accordingtohis _ _ _ _ _ _ . T/F
() Happy, (2) Holy, (3) Blessed, are those whodo _ _ _ _ _ that they may
have the right to the tree of __ _ _ , and may enter through the __ _ _ _
into the (1) church, (2) country, (3) city.
Who did Jesus send to testify of these things? _ _ _ _ _ _ To whom are
they to be testified? _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __ _ _ _____ ____
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stress and pressure under which this writing was done, in comparison with the
Gospel of John.

When Was Revelation Written?

There are two schools of thought when it comes to the dating of the book of
Revelation. Traditionally Biblical scholars have taken 96 AD as the date of the
writing of the apocalypse. Lately there have been several authors who advocate
a date of penning to be around 68 AD. This view has a fixation on the
impending destruction of Jerusalem which would come in 70 AD. Thus stating
the book has little use for a post 70 AD audience. Within the church there are
three well known preachers to advocate the early date view: Foy E. Wallace Jr.;
Arthur M. Ogden; and Max R. King, main advocate of the Realized
Eschatology, in his book the Parosia.

My thought is there is too much internal and external evidence to support the
late date for the writing of the book of Revelation that can’t be ignored.

Some external evidence include a quote from Irenaeus 180 AD a student of
Polycarp who was a disciple of John stated, “The Apocalyptic vision was seen
not very long ago, almost in our generation at the close of the reign of
Domitian” Against Heresies, V. 30. Clement of Alexandria who lived from 155 to
215 AD says “John returned from the isle of Patmos “after the tyrant was dead.”
Who Is The Rich Man, pg. 42. Eusebius, who was a renoun church historian
stated “the tyrant was Domitian” Ecclesiastical History Vol. 111, pg. 23.
Victorinus in his commentary, Commentary on Revelation in chapter 10 page 11
states, “When John said these things, he was in the island of Patmos,
condemned to the mines by Caesar Domitian. he thought he would be released
due to his suffering, but Domitian being killed, he was liberated.”

Some internal evidence for the later date is as follows: 1. The spiritual
conditions of the churches mentioned in chapters 2 & 3 harmonize better with
the late view. As an example the church at Ephesus was founded by Paul in the
latter part of Calaudian’s reign, when he latter wrote them from Rome in 61 AD
he didn’t reprove for their lack of love but rather commented them for their
love and faith. Eph. 1:15. 2. The book was written while John was exiled to
Patmos (1:9). It is a well know fact that Domitian was very fond of this type of
persecution. 3. The church at Laodicea is stated as having conditions of great
wealth. “You have said, I am rich, and have gotten riches, and have need of
nothing.” (3:17). It is historically documented that in 60 AD Laodicea had been
almost entirely destroyed by an earthquake. It seems that it would have take
more than eight or nine years to once again rise to the description given in the
Apocalypse. 4. Persection seems to be stated as taking place all over Asia
Minor example (2:13). It is a historical fact that Nero’s persection was confined
to Rome and was not for religious reasons.
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SCHOOLS OF INTERPRETATION

During the first three centuries the early return of Christ was expected, to be
followed by a millennial reign of Christ for a Literal thousand years. The
persecuting power protrayed in Chapters 13 & 17 was assumed to be Pagan Rom
and the symbols were given a Spiritual interpretation.

The reformation saw the development of “Three systems” (1) Preterist (2)
Historical (3) Futurist more have been added since (4) Spiritual, (5) Liberal, (6)
Realized Eschatology, (7) Early Preterism, (8) Late Preterism. All eight systems
have their faithful followers today.

Preterist System (Past)

The followers of this system, believe the events of revelation of as already
fulfilled saying that Revelation was written for the benefit of the church during
the persecution of all Christians, in the Roman Empire. Since this is over and
past, so the Revelation is fulfilled, is their belief. This system is adopted by the
Roman Catholic church. Those who take this view, regard a large portion of the
Revelation as refering to the Neronian persecution and the Jewish Rebellion. In
other words, the Preterist system considers the Revelation chiefly refers to the
events of the day, pertaining to the conditions and circumstances of Christians,
written in a “code” which the church of that day would understand and be
comforted, by it, and so would be fulfilled now.

Historical System (Panoramic)

This system considers the Revelation was a general view of the whole period
of church history - From John’s time to the end of time, given as a series of
figures, in signs and symbols, showing that in the end the church would
overcome and have the final victory. This system identifies the Roman church as
the persecuting power. This system can also be subject to much speculation, but
nevertheless it is the most widely accepted of all the Systems, and is the
Protestants choice.

Future System (Future)

The futurist system sees the History of the church, in the second and third
chapters with the remainder to be fulfilled, in a more or less literal way, in
connection with the Second advent of Christ. This is the Premillenialist’s
choice.
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position to Him - and He is the offspring of David - of David’s family in the
flesh. (Psalm 110:1; Matthew 22:42-45; Isaiah 11:1; 53:2) He is the divine and
human Savior. He is the bright and morning Star. This Star is the symbol of
royalty. (Numbers 24:17)

Jesus has promised to come quickly (Rev. 22:7,12). The bride, the church,
responds by saying, in the Greek Maranatha meaning “Come, Lord Jesus.” It is
an ardent prayer to which the bride is moved by the Holy Spirit. The Spirit and
the bride work together. They are constantly saying, “Come, Lord Jesus” It
means “Carry out your plan in history with a view to your final coming.” The
divine plan includes the principles of moral government revealed under the
symbolism of lampstands, trumpets, conflict with the dragon and his allies,
bowls of wrath, wedding of the Lamb, etc. Let all who read and believe the
teachings of this book say “Come, Lord Jesus” Whosoever will may come to
Christ and freely partake of the water of life.

Let no one who reads this book add or subtract a word from it. Let him not
call this writing spurious and say it is an interpolation. Let him not deny the
divine character of the book. Let him not say it cannot be understood and
should not be studied. Let him not ridicule the book, filled with its invitations
and promises. If he refuses to heed this warning, the plagues written in this
book shall take away his part from the tree of life, and out of the holy city
which is described in this book. Christ answers the plea of His church and
promises to come quickly. John says with longing and desire, “Amen. Even so,
come, Lord Jesus!” All Christians should be saying “Come, Lord Jesus.” We
should be longing for, and joyfully awaiting, His coming again to receive the
saved ones to heaven for eternity.

Revelation 21, 22
1. Whatdid Johnnowsee?__ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ ____

2. Jesus told John that “Tam __ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ and __ _ _ _ _ _ _ __ the
beginning and the End.”

3. Who shall have part in the lake burning with fire and brimstone, which is

4. The bride of Jesus is that great _ _ _ _ ,theholy _ _ _ _ _ , which John
saw descending out of _ _ _ _ _ _ from (1) God, (2) Jesus, (3) Satan

5. The light of the city had the glory of God: and her _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ was
likea - _ _ _ _ _ _ ______ stone, clear as crystal.
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everywhere. These trees are full of fruit. They bear fruit regularly every month.
The leaves are for the healing of the nations of the saved. Together all these
items - streets, rivers, trees - symbolize the super abundant character of our
salvation, the full measure of the communion and blessed fellowship with God
for all the redeemed. The leaves are for healing. Eternal life heals the scars of sin
and misery. As eternity goes on, all the memories of sin and sorrow the
redeemed ones experienced in this life will gradually fade away and be
remembered no more.

10. InThis City is the Throne of God and of the Lamb. (Rev. 22:3-4) The
Throne symbolizes sovereignty. He is a Sovereign of love for His wrath has been
completely poured out. The citizens enjoy His presence and joyfully obey His
will. His will is their desire. They see His face; they enjoy His favor. They
worship Him. They reign forever with God in the new universe.

11. Who Are the Inhabitants of This City? (Rev. 21:7, 12, 24, 27; 22:3, 33) The
citizens are the conquerors, the true Israel, the elect from every nation, those
whose names are written in the Lamb’s book of life, who worship Him. They are
the sealed multitude, the redeemed, those who have washed their robes and
made them spotless in the blood of the Lamb. (Rev. 14:1-7; 7:1-17)

Now the angel who showed John these vision attests the genuine and truthful
character of the Revelation (Rev. 22:6-7). Next John bears witness: “Now I, John,
saw and heard these things. . .” (Rev. 22:8-9) The angel tells John not to seal up
the words of the prophecy of this book; for the time is at hand. The teachings
begin to go into fulfillment immediately. The wicked one is urged to forsake his
way. But, if in spite of all the admonitions, warnings, invitations, pleadings,
judgments, he still refuses to obey God, then “let him be” Leave him alone. Let
him remain as he is. Let the righteous and holy man continue as he is and he
will be blessed who “do His commandments” or “wash their robes” (ASV) .
Every person is wearing a robe, the wedding garment, for eternity (Matthew
22:1-14). Every thought, word and deeds enters into it and becomes a strand of
thread in the robe. That robe becomes dirty and filthy. Only the blood of Jesus
can cleanse it. No earthly spot remover will do so (Jeremiah 2:22). Our robe is
our character. The one who washes his robe in the cleansing fountain of the
death of Jesus receives the right to the tree of life, and may enter in through the
gates into the city. Outside the gates are all the wicked. They cannot enter.

Now the third witness testifies. Jesus Himself attests to the genuineness of
the character of the book, the Apocalypse, and its divine origin. “I, Jesus, have
sent My angel to testify to you these things in the churches.” The Revelation is
intended for all the churches of Christ, throughout all the centuries until Jesus
comes again. Jesus Christ Himself is the Author of this book. He is the Exalted
One, being both the Root of David - so that David owes his origin, fame,
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Spiritual System ( Ideal)

The Spiritual or Ideal system, regards the Revelation as the Pictorial
unfolding of Great principles in constant conflict, that is the great principles of
Christianity are revealed through constant conflict and in various ways.

Liberal

Liberalism, has a so-called historical-critical approach, it alleges that John was
predicting the fall of Rome and the end of the world in the immediate future.
The theory rejects the concept of Bible inspiration.

Realized Eschatology

This theory says that all Bible prophecy, including the second coming of
Christ, the resurrection of the dead, the judgment day and the end of the world;
which are spiritualized events) were fulfilled by the time of the destruction of
Jerusalem in 70 AD. This theory has no Scriptural support.

Early Preterism

This view has the book of Revelation dealing with the Jewish and Neronian
persecutions in the primitive church as its primary focus. It has the book being
written in the late 60’s and its fulfillment being completed by 70 AD. Foy E.
‘Wallace, Jr. was a primary advocate of this position. This view is negated by the
evidence that the book was not written until a quarter of a century after 70 AD.
Hendriksen in More Than Conquerors on page 19 says, “We have not found a
single, really cogent argument in support of the earlier date.”

Late Preterism

Those who would advocate this idea see Revelation as being for the most part
fulfilled when Constantine legalized Christianity 313 AD, or by the time of the
fall of Rome 476 AD thus stemming the tide of Rome’s oppression. Two
prominate preachers had argued for this view. J.W. Roberts in his Commentary
which is a part of the Sweet commentary series and Jim McGuiggan. This view
was originally conceived by a Catholic priest.

A weakness of this view is that of failing to recognize the correlation of
Revelation with other prophetic literal for example Daniel.

Another falicy as stated by Robert Mounce, a well known Greek Scholar
states in his book about Revelation on page 41 says “the decisive victory
portrayed in the latter chapters of the apocalypse was never achieved with any
proximity to the fall of Rome.”
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Sign Numbers

In the very beginning of the Bible, are the seven days of creation, a little
farther on, Naaman - Dipped seven times in the river Jordan, Seven priests and
seven days, and seven trumpets, used by God in the destruction of Jericho. We
see seven colors in the rainbow, and in the last book Revelation - are the seven
churches - Seven starts - Seven angels - Seven seals - Seven trumpets - Seven
Bowls - Seven Thunders - Seven Plagues - Seven Blessings - Seven candlesticks,
and many others. Notice the following numbers.

The Sign Number The Commonly Assigned Meaning

1 “Unity” Singleness, The only - The divine.

2 The “Fact” and the “Witness” to Establish

3 God - or - The Godhead, - or - Divine Wisdom.

4 Pertaining to Natural things, - Nature - Creation
The “Testimony” of the “Fact”

5 (2 plus 3) Divine Wisdom established or in Progress of
Establishment. The Gospel of Christ.

6 Insufficient - Not complete - Unfulfilled - Unknown.

7 (4 plus 3) The sign of Totality - “All” - “Whole”

8 New Creation - Salvation - New Beginning

9 Concerning The Gospel and Man. God’s Revelation.

10 Authority - Power - Servitude - Influential.

I Judgment - Reward or Penalty - Decree - Finality.

12 Pertaining to man in the formation of the Kingdom of Christ

(1st Apostles) and it’s growth. The Kingdom of heaven - the
church- Christian body. “man” in the fulfillment of God’s
purpose.

1000 The Extreme - Uttermost Power and Authority - The highest
and Greatest.

144,000 The total church - the church complete.
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worship God. He is now among them, they see His face constantly, and no
meeting houses, temples and tabernacles are necessary:.

4. The City, New Jerusalem, Has a Wall, Great and High (Rev. 21:12, 17-18) A
wall is for protection, for safety and security. The meaning of the symbol here is
the church, the bride, remains secure and safe in the presence of the Almighty,
in communion with God. No enemy can come against her now and do her hurt
and harm. God protects her, and there are no enemies. God’s people are safe
through eternity.

5. The Wall has Twelve Foundations. (Rev. 21:14, 19-20) On them appear the
names of the twelve apostles. It was through the preaching of the apostles that
men were and are brought into the blessed condition of fellowship with God.
(Eph. 2:20; 1 Cor. 3:9-11; 2 Cor. 5:18-21)

6. The City Has Twelve Gates (Rev. 21:12-13,21, 25, 27; 22:14-15). From the
standpoint of the new heaven and earth we should say there have been
abundant and multiplied opportunities to enter into this glorious and wonderful
tellowship with God. Open gates symbolize opportunities to enter. Every gate is
a pearl. On the gates are written the twelve tribes of Israel. Through Israel the
“pearls” the promises and prophecies of a Saviour and redemption were given.
The gates are never shut, that is, God’s word remains the same, His promises
are now fulfilled, and what He promised did come to pass.

7. The City Has Streets of Pure Gold, Like Transparent Glass. (Rev. 21:21)
Every gate is a door to a street. The city is full of beautiful streets. Streets of
pure gold symbolize glorious truths and blessings. There is an abundant access
and communication with the Throne. There is ease of access to the rivers of life
and to the trees of life.

8. The City has Rivers of Waters of Life, Bright as Crystal, Proceeding From
the Throne of God and the Lamb. (Rev. 22:1) Along the side of each Street runs
ariver. They are separated by a park. This river is the river of life - eternal life,
salvation full and free, fellowship eternally with God. This river proceeds “from
the Throne of God and the Lamb. It does NOT “flow by” the Throne of God as
a popular hymn says. The river is full of water, crystal-clear. Sin shall not mar
our fellowship with God.

9. Between the River and the Street There is a Paradise, a Park or Garden,
Full of Trees of Life. (Rev. 22:1-3) The term “tree of life” is collective, just like
“Street” and “river”. The ideas is not that there is just one single tree. No, there
is an entire park: whole rows of trees alongside the river’ hence, the river and
the street have trees between. This is true with respect to all streets of the city.
The city is full of parks. The city is full of rivers of life. There are trees of life
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of people dwelling together in peace and security, in fellowship and beauty. The
church is like a city now, and will be more so in eternity when all God’s children
dwell in His presence. The city comes from heaven, that is, is born from heaven
and prepared by heaven (God) for an eternal existence. The city “is made ready
as a bride adorned for her husband.” Then beautifully the Marriage-Feast of the
Lamb, Jesus, and of his bride, the church, is shown to us.

The voice on the Throne says, “Behold I make all things new.” Only God can
make new things and people. People vainly imagine that better education,
environment, housing, recreation, legislation, more wealth and an number of
other things will usher in a new age, “A One World Government” A golden age,
a Utopia upon the earth is man’s dream. It will remain just a dream! Neither
economic or disarmament conferences, neither better schools or share-the-
wealth programs are going to bring about a golden age, A new world order. It is
only God who makes all things new, and finally ushers in the new heaven and
new earth where will dwell righteousness. He alone can make man what man
ought to be. He will do this by and by when Jesus comes. The living water of life
is given the thirsty ones, eternal life, full and free. Old things are passed away.
The water proceeds from the throne of God. We have here the church living
with God eternally and forever, basking in the sunlight of His love.

John’s Description of The City Now Summarized

1. This is a city, the Holy City, New Jerusalem. (Heb. 12:22-23; Rev. 21:10,
16,18). It is the bride of Christ, the church (Eph. 5:22-23). It is the community of
the saved ones who have eternal fellowship with God. It is those who have lived
according to God’s will, and have been predestinated to reign with God
eternally. (Eph. 1:4-5, 11; Rom. 8:28-30). This city is of pure gold, symbolizing the
pure, holy, gracious character of the fellowship between God and His people.
Finally the city is a perfect cube: Twelve thousand furlongs in every direction, a
furlong equals approximately 220 yards or 660 feet, a city extending fifteen
hundred miles in every direction. This represents the complete and perfect
result of the saving power of God among men, and the resulting fellowship is
complete and perfect in every way, ever facet, and every direction.

2. The Holy City Has a Luminary, Even the Glory of God in the Lamb. (Rev.
21:11,23; 22:5) The lamp or candle of the church is the Lamb. The light is the
Lamb for he relates to us the true saving knowledge of God, of spiritual joy, of
righteousness, of holiness, of happiness. He drives away sin and darkness in our
lives. Hence the new earth has no need of sun, moon or stars, for the Lord is the

light of the city.

3. There is no Temple in This City; For the Lord God, the Almighty, and the
Lamb, Are its Temple. (Rev. 21:22) No longer do the inhabitants go to the
tabernacle or the temple, or somewhere in the camp or the city, in order to
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An Outline of Revelation

Theme: The Victory of Jesus and His church over Satan and
His helpers.
I. The struggle on earth: The church persecuted by the World.
the church avenged, protected, and victorious. Chapters 1-11
A. Christ is in the midst of Seven Golden Lamp stands, 1-3
B. The Book of Seven Seals, 4-7
C. The Seven Trumpets of Judgment, 8-11

I1. The deeper spiritual background: Jesus (and the church)

persecuted by the dragon (satan) and his helpers. christ and His church are

Victorious. Chapters 12-22

A. The Woman and the Man-Child persecuted by the Dragon and his
Helpers (the Beasts and the Harlot) 12-14.

B. The Seven Bowls of Wrath, 15-16

C. The Fall of the Great Harlot and of the Beasts, 17-19

D. The Judgment upon the Dragon (Satan) followed by the New Heaven
and Earth, New Jerusalem, 20-22

Progressive Parallelism

1. The Christ-indwelt church in the world, 1-3 Lampstands.
(Matthew 28:20; 5:14)

2. The church suffering trial and persecution, 4-7. Seals. (John 16:33)

3. The church avenged, Protected, Victorious, 8-11. Trumpets. (Luke 18:7)

4. Christ opposed by Satan (the Dragon) and his helpers, 12-14, Christ and the
Dragon (Genesis 3:15)

5. Final wrath upon the Impenitent, 15-16. Bowls (Romans 2:5)

6. The Fall of Babylon and the Beasts, 17-19. Judgment (tJohn 2:17)

7. The Dragon’s Doom; Christ & the church victors, 20-22. Consummation of
all things. (Romans 8:37)
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Propositions:

I. The Book of Revelation consists of seven sections. They are parallel: each
spans the entire dispensation, from the first to the second coming of
Jesus.

II. The Seven sections may be grouped into two major divisions. The first
major division, chapters 1-11 consists of three sections. The second major
division, chapters 12-22, consists of 4 sections. These two major divisions

reveal a progress in depth or intensity of spiritual conflict. The first major
division, chapters 1-11, reveals the church-indwelt by Jesus-persecuted by

the world. The church is avenged, protected, and victorious,. The second
major division, chapters 12-22, reveals the deeper spiritual background of this
struggle. It is conflict between Christ and the Dragon, in which the Christ -
hence, His church - is victorious.

ITI. The book is one. It is a book of unity. The principle of human conduct and
of divine moral government are progressively revealed: the lampstands give
rise to the seals, the seals to the trumpets, etc.

IV. The Seven sections of the Apocalypse are arranged in an ascending, climatic
order. There is progress in the emphasis: For example, the final is first
announced, then introduced, and finally described. Similarly, the New
Heaven and Earth are described more fully in the final section than in the
previous six sections.

V. The fabric of the book consists of moving - pictures or visions. The
details that pertain to the picture should be interpreted in harmony with
its central thought. We should ask two questions: First, What is the
entire picture? Secondly, What is its predominant idea?

VI. The Seals, Trumpets, Bowls of wrath and similar symbols refer not to
specific events, particular  happenings, details of history, etc., but to
principles - of Human conduct and of divine moral ~ government - that
are operating throughout the history of the world in this dispensation.

VII. The Apocalypse is rooted in contemporaneous events &
circumstances. Its symbols should be  interpreted in the light of
conditions which prevailed when the book was written.

VIII. The Apocalypse is rooted in Sacred Scriptures. It should be interpreted

in harmony with the teachings of the entire Bible (Daniel 7:2-8;
Revelation 13:1-10)
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The Judgment on the Dragon, A New Heaven and Earth

Lesson 13 - Revelation 21, 22

‘We now come the final, most beautiful theme; the new Jerusalem, the new
heaven and new earth. This is the “Genesis” of the New Testament. NOTE:
Genesis tells us God created heaven and earth: Revelation describes the new
heaven and new earth. In Genesis there are the sun, moon and stars; in
Revelation “the city has no need of the sun, or of the moon to shine in it.”
Genesis tells us that Paradise was lost; Revelation shows us Paradise is restored.
Genesis describes the cunning and power of the devil; Revelation tell us he is
bound and finally is cast into hell. Genesis shows man redeemed and cleansed
from sin, enjoying intimate communion in the presence of God. Genesis shows
man denied the tree of life in his sin; Revelation restores man to his right to the
tree of life as he is free from sin.

‘We have in this section a description of the redeemed universe of the future
as foreshadowed by the redeemed church of the present. Those now redeemed
will be eternally saved in heaven, and their blessed condition is now revealed
under the symbols of a beautiful city. We have here the ideal and the ultimate, in
the state of man in his relationship with God. This condition of man is pictured
here is that to which God’s grace and mercy will finally bring saved men to
enjoy. God dwells even now in His church through the Holy Spirit. But in the
eternal state, in the new heaven and new earth, God will dwell among His
people personally and they will behold Him. This will be after the Judgment
Day. (1 John 3:1-3)

John sees the new heaven and new earth. The word used in the original text
implies that it was a “new” but not an “other” world. It is the same heaven and
earth, but is gloriously rejuvenated and renovated. It is not like the old. There is
no more sea. Sin is gone. The devil, the false teachers, the persecutors, the
unbelievers, and the lusts of the flesh, the eye and the pride of life are no more.
The old order is gone and the inheritance of the saints - heaven, “incorruptible
and undefiled and that does not fade away” is come (1 Peter 1:3-5)

This Jerusalem is called “new” in opposition to the earthly city of Jerusalem.
It is called “holy” as being separated from sin, consecrated to God. This new
and holy Jerusalem is clearly the church of the Lord Jesus Christ, entirely
cleansed and pure, for it is here and elsewhere called the bride, the wife of the
Lamb. (Hebrews 12:22-23; Ephesians 5:22-33). In the Old Testament the church is
represented as a type of city. (Isaiah 26:1; 40:9; Psalm 48, etc.) A city is a number

The Book of Revelation 93



Mike al R. Hughes

IX.

The Apocalypse is rooted in the mind and revelation of God. God in
Christ is the real author. Hence, this book contains the purpose
of God concerning the history of the church.

Helpful Comments:

1. The main purpose of the Revelation is to comfort the militant church
in her struggle against the forces of evil. It abounds with consolations
for afflicted believers. The theme is the victory of Christ and His
church over the Dragon (Satan) and his helpers. The Apocalypse
intends to show you, dear believer, that things are not what they seem!
Throughout the prophecies of this wonderful book the Christ is ever
pictured as the Victor, the Conqueror. He conquers death, hades, the
Dragon, the beast, the false prophet, the men who worship the beast,
etc. He is victorious, hence, so are we! Even when we seem to be
hopelessly defeated.

. This book was intended not only for those who first read it but for all
believers throughout this entire dispensation. This is shown by: (a) the
affliction to which the church was subjected in those days of the
apostle John is typical of the persecution which true believers must
endure throughout the entire dispensation. 2 Tim. 3:12, and especially
just before Christ’s second coming. (b) Many of the predictions in
which the book abounds concern principles and happenings which are
so broad in their scope that they cannot be confined to one definite
year or century - e.g. the seals, trumpets, bowls - but span the centuries,
reaching out to the consummation of all things, the end of the world.
(c) The epistles - chapters 2 and 3 are addressed to 7 churches. Seven is
the number that symbolizes completeness. It clearly indicates that the
admonitions and consolations of this book were meant for the entire
church throughout all the centuries. (d) Finally, all those who read and
study this book in any age are called blessed, 1:3. As at the beginning so
also at the close of the book the author addresses himself not merely to
one group of men living in one decade, but to “every man that hears the
words of the prophecy of this book” 22:1

N

3. The author of the Apocalypse is constantly speaking in terms of seven.
That number occurs 54 times. What is even more striking is the fact
that he again and again arranges his seven in groups of three and four
or four and three.

4.There are 7 sections in the book. Each section gives us a description of
the entire Gospel age, from the first coming to the second coming of
Jesus, and is rooted in Israel’s history under the old dispensation to
which there are frequent references. The 7 sections are parallel. We
find exactly the same thing in the prophecies of Daniel.
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Nebuchadnezzar’s dream-image (Daniel 2) corresponds exact with the
four beasts of Daniel’s dream, chapter 7. Thus the same period is
covered twice and is seen under two aspects.

Mike al R. Hughes

19. What is the casting of death and Hades into the lake of fire

20.  What became of those who was not found written in the
__Bookoflife?_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __ _ _ _ _____

The Book of Revelation

91



IO.

II1.

I2.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

90

Those who are a part of the first resurrectionare __ _ _ _ and __ _ _ _ .
Oversuchthe _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __ has no power, but they __ _ _

Satan shall go out to deceive the (1) world, (2) church, (3) nations , called
______________ and __ _ _ _, to gather them together to
_____________ ,whose numberisasthe _ _ _ _ _ of the

The nations (the unbelieving world) went up on the breadth of the
_________ and surrounded the _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ of the saints and
________ (the church). And _ _ _ _ _ came down from
____ outofheavenand __ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ them.

(2 Thessalonians 1:7-9)

‘What happened tothedevil? _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __ _ __ __ _ _
Who was there withhim?_ __ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __ _________

Johnsawa__ _ _ _ _ _ _ throneand _ _ _ _ _ who sat on it, from
whose __ _ _ theearthand _ _ _ fled away. And there was found no

__________ for them. (See also 2 Pet. 3:7; 10:13; Heb. 1:10-12)

‘Who did John see standing before God? _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _
Whatwasopened?_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __ _ _ ________

The _ _ _ _ _ ___ were judged according to their _ _ _ _ _ _ , by the
things writteninthe _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _.

The __ _ _ _ _ _ gave up the living who were init,and _ _ _ _ _ _ and
________ delivered up the living who were in them. T/ F

Mike al R. Hughes

Christ In The Midst Of The Seven Golden Lampstands

Lesson 1 - Revelation 1

General Information:

Chapter 1 is divided into 7 sections. They are: (1) The Introduction, vs. 1-3; (2)
Salutation to the 7 churches and adoration of Jesus by John, vs. 4-6 3) Jesus’
second coming announced, vs. 7; (4) The eternity of Jesus, vs. 8; (5) John’s
commission to write, vs. 9-11; (6) John’s vision of Jesus. vs. 12-16; (7) The effect of
the vision upon John, and the explanation of the two symbols, vs. 17-20.

1. The Revelation (‘Apocalypse”) was given by..... ... ... ... O .« et er et et et e e e e
<. _ ... and he sent and signified it by his.......c.cc.ceo e e

2. (1) John, (2) Paul, (3) Jesus Christ, bare record of the word of............, and of
the testimony of.................. ... .. ... ..., and of all things that he saw.

.. and who..

3. They are ......... (happy) who .. e
those things Wh1ch are ...written

the words of thlS prophecy, and ..
therein.

4. oo oo een o saluted in (D) four, (2) three, 3) seven, churches of Asia
5. Grace and ......... .. cev e cee e 1S fTOM ettt e e e e e e e

6.The seven...................... are before the house of the Father. T/ F
7. Jesus Christ is: (a) the faithful.. ....................., and (b) the first begotten of
the _ ...........ce ..., and (0) the prince of the.... .................. of the earth.

8.Jesus_.......c.ceeee.o usand . ... ... oo cee e .. ... us from our sins in his own

9. Jesus made us......... ... ce. cee eee o @nd ... ... e ... .. ... unto God and his Father.

10. When Jesus comes the second time, he will come in the .. .
(Read also.Matthew 24:30; 25:31-32; Acts 1:11; I Thessalomans 4: 16)

11. When Jesus comes (a) every............ ......... shall see Him, and (b) they also
which.............e.e.... ... Him, and (c) all tribes of the earth will . ... ..............

because of Him..(see also 6:16-17)
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I2.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

21.

22.

23.

Jesusis ..o and ..o een e, the beginning and the ending,
which is, and Wthh e and which is to.. wew.., the
almighty. (see also .verse 4, 11, 17; 21:6 and 22:13)

et s ene ... 'was on the island called (1) Cyprus, (2) Malta, (3) Patmos, for
the word of God,...and for the . .. of Jesus Christ, and he is a brother
and ............... in tribulation in the et ev e verveeve oo and patience of
Jesus Christ.

The sound of the Lord’s voice as the sound of a trombone. T / F.

John was in the Spirit on the ...............
we call Sunday:.

, the first day of the week, the day

John was told to write to seven churches. They were: ... ey

S eee ees gee ses ce see ges see ses ses see see ges ses ses ses sos ses bes 90 ses ses see see ses g b ses see ses ses ses soe ses s

‘When John turned to see the voice, he saw seven golden....................... or
lampstands, (Same word is used in Matthew 5:15).

In the midst of the lampstands, he saw one like the .. vevvenees Of

. , clothed with a garment down to the ...................,and a
golden glrdle about the .. ... (breasts).
Jesus’ head and... ... ... ... ... were white like wool, white as . ... .........., and his
eyes Were as a..... ... ... ... ... ... of fire.
His feet were like fine..... ..................,and his .. ... ............ as the sound of
MADY. ... o eee e e e e e
Seven................... were in his right hand and out of his . ............ wasa

sharp two-edged sword, and his appearance was the brightness of the
we— e vne . . (see also Ephesians 6:17; Hebrews 4;12; Revelation 2:16, 18, 23)

Jesus has the keys of ................. and of.. oo

The seven. .. are the angels (messengers) of the seven

and the the seven.. .. are the seven.......... e e ...
(Read also Danlel 3:28; 7;13714; 12:1- 3)

Mike al R. Hughes

Romans 8:21. No longer will this universe be subject to “vanity”. John sees the
dead, the great and the small, standing before the Throne. The books are
opened, the records of the life of every person, Daniel 7:10. Also the book of
life, containing the names of all believers, is opened, Rev. 3:5; 13:8. The dead are
judged in accordance with their works, Matt. 25:31-46; Romans 14:10; 2
Corinthians §:10. The sea gives up its dead; so do death and Hades. Here is the
one, general resurrection of all the dead! The entire Bible teaches but one,
general resurrection! (John 5:28-29) This one and only one general resurrection
takes place at the last day. (John 6:39,40,44, 54; Acts 24:15; Matthew 22:31; Acts
24:21; Hebrews 6:2) Nowhere in the entire Bible do we read of a resurrection of
the bodies of believers, followed, after a thousand years, by a resurrection of the
bodies of the unbelievers. All arise at the same time. Death, the separation of
spirit and body, and Hades, the state of separation now cease. Neither in the
new heaven nor upon the new earth nor even in hell will there ever be a
separation between body and soul after Christ’s second coming unto Judgment.
Hence, symbolically speaking, Death and Hades - now personified - are cast
into the lake of fire! A final warning: Anyone whose name was not found written
in the book of life was also cast into the fiery lake. All unbelievers will be
eternally lost in hell!

Revelation 20
1. Who dldjohn now see>

2. The Lord Jesus laid holdonthe __ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ that old serpent, who is
the - _ _ _ _ _ _ _ yand _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ and bound him for a
_____________ T/F

3. The __ _ _ _ _ __ cast Satan into the bottomless _ _ _ _ , shut him up,
seta _ _ _ _ _ _ upon him, so that he should not deceive the church no
more, tillthe _ _ _ _ _ years were finished. T/ F

6. The rest of the (1) living, (2) dead, (3) saints, did not live again until the
_________ were finished. This is the
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whole world. The entire wicked world is going to persecute the church in the
last days preceding the second coming of Jesus. The opposition will be
worldwide. The struggle is between the church and the world. The conflict
described here is not between nations, nor between “civilized” and “uncivilized”
nations. It is simply the last attack of the forces of Satan against the church.
This is the battle of Armageddon.

In other words we have here in Revelation 20:7-10, a description of the same
battle - not “war” which was describe in Revelation 16:12-21 and 19:19-21. In all
three cases we read of “the battle.” Thus 16:14: “to gather them to the battle of
that great day of God Almighty” Revelation 19:19 “gathered together to make
war against Him who sat on the horse.” And here in Revelation 20:8 “to gather
them together to battle”. In other words, these are not three different battles,
but are all one and the same battle! It is the battle of Armageddon! It is the final
attack of Satan and his forces upon the church. The “new” thing which
Revelation 20 reveals is what happens to Satan as a result of this battle!

This final onslaught is directed against “the beloved city,” also called the
“camp of the saints.” Thus the church of God is described under the double
symbolism of a city and a camp.

“And fire came down from God out of heaven and devoured them.” Notice
the sudden character of this judgment upon Gog and Magog. It is as sudden and
unexpected as the lightning which strikes from heaven. Thus, suddenly will
Jesus appear and defeat His enemies. Satan had deceived the world of
unbelievers. He had made them thing that a real and absolute victory over the
church was possible; that God could be defeated. Hence, the Devil - that
deceiver - is cast into the lake of fire and brimstone - indicating hell as a place of
suffering for both body and soul after the Judgment Day - where are also the
beast and the false prophet, and Babylon the Harlot. The sense is not that the
beast and the false prophet actually were cast into hell before Satan was; but
that the punishment of the beast and the false prophet had already been
described, Rev. 19:20. They all go down to hell together: Satan, Beast, False
Prophet, Babylon the Harlot, and those who have the mark of the beast -
unbelievers. This must be true for the beast is Satan’s persecuting power, and
the false prophet is Satan’s anti-Christian religions. Wherever Satan is, there are
also the other two! In this lake of fire and brimstone all three are tormented
forever and ever, Matthew 25:46.

Christ’s second coming and the Judgment is now described. John sees a great
white throne; upon it is seated the Christ, Matthew 25:31; Rev. 14:14. From his
face the earth and heaven flee away. Not the destruction or annihilation but the
burning of the universe is indicated here. It will be dissolution of the elements
with great heat, 2 Peter 3:10; and a deliverance from the bondage of corruption,
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7 Churches of Asia
7 Churches of Asia Contrasted

Smyrna

Works
Tribulation
Poor but rich
Faithful unto death

Good Qualities

Philadelphia

Open door
Little strength
Kept word
Not denied name

Bad Qualities

Laodiceans
Neither Cold nor
hot
Wrong estimation
(rich but poor)
Wretched
Miserable
Poor
Blind

Naked
copyright 1996- Mike Hughes
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the translation of the soul from this sinful earth to God’s paradise. It is followed
at Jesus’ second coming by the second resurrection - when the body shall be
raised and glorified too.

Third, Who Participates In This Reign? All the souls of the martyrs: “the
souls of those who had been slain for the word of God and for the testimony
which they held.” In addition, all believers who died in their faith: “as many as
would not worship the image of the beast” (Rev. 13:4, 15,16; 14:9, 11, 13; 16:2;
19:20). The rest of the dead - that is, all other men who died, the unbelieving
dead - lived not until the thousand years are finished. When that period is
finished, then there is a change. Then they enter the “second death.” In other
words, they receive everlasting punishment; not only the soul but now also for
the body. Hence, their change is not for better but for worse. On the other
hand, those who have part in the first resurrection - explained - do they reign
with Christ, but they also worship God in Christ as priests throughout the
thousand years, Rev. 1:6; 4:10; 5:10; 7:15; 14:4.

Verses 7-10 tell us Satan is released from prison after the thousand years are
finished. He now musters Gog and Magog for a final attack upon “the camp of
the saints and beloved city.” The expression “Gog and Magog” is borrowed from
the book of Ezekiel. (Genesis 10:2; 1 Chronicles 1:5; Ezekiel 38:2; 29:6). Gog is
the prince or ruler; Magog is the place. In Ezekiel Gog and Magog indicates the
power of the Seleucidae as it was revealed in the days of Antiochus Epiphanes,
the bitter enemy of the Jews. The center of his kingdom was located in
Northern Syria. Seleuces established his residence there in the city of Antioch
on the Orantes River. To the east his territory extended beyond the Tigris River.
To the north his domain included Mesheck and Tubal, districts of Asia Minor.
Hence, Gog was the prince of Magog, that is, Syria. The oppression of God’s
people by “Gog and Magog” refers, in Ezekiel, to the terrible persecution of the
Jews by Antiochus Epiphanes, ruler of Syria. (Read any good encyclopedia on
“Antiochus Epiphanes.” or Search it out on a Computer.)

The Revelation uses this period of affliction and woe of the Jews as a symbol
of the final attack of Satan and his hordes upon the church. Note the
resemblance: () The attack of Gog and Magog (Syria under Antiochus
Epiphanes) was the last great oppression which the people of Gog had to
endure in the old dispensation. (B) These armies of Gog and Magog were very
numerous. (C) The tribulation of the Jews under Antiochus Epiphanes was very
severe and also of very brief duration. (D) The defeat of the armies of Syria -
Gog and Magog - was most unexpected and most complete. It was clearly the
work of God.

In this passage we are studying, “Gog and Magog” is identified with “the
nations which are in the four corners of the earth.” This simply means the
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Verses 1-3 tell us that Satan is bound. Verses 4-6 tell us that the saints reign in
heaven with Jesus at the same time Satan is bound. Jesus reigns in heaven and
the saints reign with him there. This personal reign of Jesus in and from heaven
underlies all the visions of the Revelation. It is the key to the interpretation of
the “thousand years.” Jesus gives His sorely-tried church the vision of “the souls
of those who had been slain for the word of God and for the testimony which
they held.” (1:2, 9; 6:9). He describes these souls as reigning with Jesus in
heaven. In connection with this “thousand year reign” of verses 4-6 we shall
answer three questions:

(1) Where Does This Reign Tiake Place?
(2) What Is The Nature Or Character Of This Reign?

(3) Who Participates In This Reign?

First, Where Does This Thousand Year Reign Take Place? (A) The entire
book of Revelation has the Throne of Christ and of his people ever in heaven.
(Rev. 1:4; 3:21; 4:2710; §:6°13; 6:16; 7:9717; 8:3; 12:5; 14:3°5; 16:17; 19:475; 20:4,1T; 21:5;
22:1,3) (B) This reign takes place where the disembodied souls or spirits of the
martyrs are, for we read, “I saw under the altar the souls of those who had been
slain for the word of God and for the testimony which they held.” (6:9) John
sees souls, NOT bodies! In this entire passage there is not a single word about a
resurrection of bodies! The distinction between soul and body is emphasized:
“The souls of those who had been slain.” The souls reign during this entire
present dispensation until Christ’s second coming. Afterward, it is no longer the
souls that reign during this entire present dispensation until Christ’s second
coming. Afterward, it is no longer the souls that reign. No, then body and soul
are together again. Hence, then the saints reign; not for a limited period of a
thousand years, but “forever and ever.” (22:5) (C) This reign takes place where
Jesus lives, for we read that they “lived and reigned with Christ.” Where is the
place from which the exalted Mediator rules the universe? Where does Jesus
live? IN HEAVEN! It is in heaven that the Lamb is represented as taking the
scroll out of the hand of him that sat on the Throne, Revelation 5. Revelation 12
states clearly that Jesus “was caught up to God and to His throne ... Therefore
rejoice, O heavens, and you who dwell in them!” The thousand year reign of
Christ and his saints, the souls of them who had been slain takes place in heaven
- not on the earth.

Second, What IS The Nature And Character OF This Reign? (A) It is Judging
with Christ (Revelation 3:21; 14:1,3; 15:3; 22:4; Matt. 19:28; 1 Cor. 6:2-3). (B) It is a
Living with Jesus, “They lived and reigned with Christ.” (C) It is a Sharing of
Royal Glory with Jesus. These souls celebrate the Lamb’s victory. With him they
are being fulfilled. (D) It is “The First Resurrection.” The first resurrection is
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Outline of Text

Revelation2 & 3

| 8

II.

Ephesus
A. Characteristics of the revealer:
1. He held the seven starts in his right hand.
2. Walked among the seven golden candlesticks.
B. Good traits for which they were commended:
1. Labor, patience
2. Cannot bear them which are evil.
3. You have tried them which say they are apostles, and found
them liars.
4. You hated the deeds of the Nicolaitans, which I hate.
C. Bad trait, among them, of which they were told:
1. Ihave some what against you.
2. You have left your first love.
D. Warnings and admonitions
1. Repent and do your first works or else.
2. I will remove your candlestick out of its place.
E. Promise:
1. To him that overcomes.
2. Iwill give to eat of the tree of life, in the paradise of God.

Smyrna:
A. Characteristics of the revealer:
1. He was the first and the last.
2.  The one who was dead and is alive.
B. Good traits for which they were commended:
1. You will have tribulation and poverty
2. You are rich.
C. Some bad traits of some who lived among them.

1. Those who lived among them, and with whom they live were

guilty.
a. blasphemy, saying they were Jews when they were not.
b. They were a synagogue of Satan.
2. The devil would cast some of them into prison.
a. They would be tried
b. They would have tribulation ten days.
D. Admonitions: No outright warnings given.
1. Fear none of these things which you are about to suffer.
2. Be faithful unto death.
E. Promises:
1. I'will give you a crown of life.
2. He shall not be hurt by the second death.
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ITII.Pergamos:
A. Characteristics of the revealer:
1. He was the Son of god
2. He had eyes like flames of fire.
3. His feet were like burnished brass (very fine).
B. Good traits for which they were commended:
1. They lived where Satan’s throne (seat) is.
2. They held fast the name of Christ, had not denied.
3. Antipas, the faithful martyr had been killed among them.
C. Bad traits, which were pointed out to them:
1. Some held to the doctrine of Balaam, who taught Balak, to:
a. Cast a stumbling block before the children of Israel.
b. Eat things sacrificed to idols
c.  Commit fornication
2. Some also held the teachings of the Nicolaitans.
D. Admonitions and warnings:
1. Repent, or else I will come unto you.
2. Make war against you with the sword of my mouth
E. Promises; to those who would overcome.
1. I will give of the hidden manna
2. I will give him a white stone, and in the stone
3. A new name, no one would know, except one who receives it.

IV. Thyatira:
A. Characteristics of the revealer
1. He was the Son of God
2. He had eyes like flames of fire.
3. His feet were like burnised brass (very fine.)
B. Good traits for which they were commended:
1. They were given to charity, patience, and service.
2. Their last works were more than their first.
C. Bad traits, which were pointed out to them:
1. They allowed Jezebel, who called herself a Prophetess
2. Allowed her to:
a. Teach
b. Seduce the servants of God
c. Commit fornication
d. Eat things sacrificed unto idols.
D. Warnings and Admonitions:
I gave her time to repent of her fornications. She would not.
I will cast her into bed (nade ber sick, take ber strength).
Will cast them who commit fornication with her into a bed.
I will kill her children with death.
All churches shall know that I am your overseer, protector.

P NIV
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Jesus draws “ALL MEN” (men of every nation, Jews and Gentiles) unto himself.
(John 12:31-32). Elect of every nation will be saved.

Hence, we must conclude that in Revelation 20:1-3, the binding of Satan and
the fact that he is cast into the abyss for a thousand years indicates that
throughout this gospel age, this dispensation, which began with Jesus coming
into the world as a man and extends nearly to His second coming, that the
devil’s influence on earth is curtailed so that he is unable to prevent the
extension of the church, God’s kingdom on earth, among the nations by means
of preaching the gospel of Christ. During this entire period Satan is prevented
from causing the nations to destroy the church. By means of the preaching of
the word of God, the elect, those who will obey the gospel of Christ, from all
parts of the world, are brought out of darkness into light. The church conquers
the nations in this sense, and the nations do not conquer the church. Churches
of the Lord continue to be established. Satan is still bound. Everyone is still
affected by the gospel of Christ. Its influence on mankind cannot be over -
estimated. We are now living in the millennial age, the thousand years of
Revelation 20. This thousand years began when Jesus was crowned in heaven
and the gospel began to be preached on Pentecost. This “thousand years” has
lasted over 1,900 literal years already and is still continuing. We are privileged to
live in the millennium of Revelation 20. Satan is NOW bound and the righteous
are NOW reigning with Jesus. The prophecy of Psalm 2:8 and 72:8-11 is being
fulfilled before our very eyes.

‘We are not saying that the world is becoming better and better, and that soon
everyone will come to Jesus. The majority will ever serve the devil. The Bible
does NOT teach of an era of peace, prosperity, and universal righteousness on
earth preceding the second coming of Jesus. It does not teach a return of Jesus
to earth again! It does NOT teach that Jesus will reign on earth in Jerusalem for
a literal thousand years. In reality, the worm of wickedness is gnawing at the
roots of the tree of true religion. Less and less is the gospel really believed and
obeyed. But to whatever degree the gospel of Christ does exert an influence for
good in the world and in the lives of individuals, in that degree is Satan bound.
Satan is bound so that he “can deceive the nations no more.” (Revelation 20:3)
The gospel of Christ exposes him for what he is - the arch - enemy of all
mankind, the ruler of darkness and the source of sin in the world. He cannot
destroy the gospel and the church of Christ. He cannot do that until the
thousand years are finished (2 Cor. 2:11; 11:3).

The “thousand years” of Revelation 20 have a glorious meaning to God’s
people on earth, but the glories of heaven during this period far transcend those
which pertain to the earth. Verses 4-6 describe the condition of the victorious
saints IN HEAVEN, NOT on the earth.
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20 has Jesus coming to judge all men at His second coming. Thus the
Premillenialist are in error. In Revelation 20, the defeat of Satan is described.

‘We should remember the main theme of Revelation - The victory of Jesus and
of His church over every enemy. When Satan is cast into the lake of fire and
brimstone, Revelation 20:10, not a single enemy is left to persecute the church.
We are conquerors through Him who loves us, for not only do we triumph over
every foe but we also live and reign with Jesus.

In the vision John sees an angel bind the dragon, strong, crafty, and ugly. He is
“the old serpent,” cunning and deceptive. He is also called “the devil,”
“slanderer” and “Satan”, adversary or false accuser. The angel binds Satan
securely and firmly with a great chain He remains bound for a thousand years.
The angel casts him into the abyss and locks it and places a seal on it. Satan
remains bound for a thousand years. After that he must be loosed for a little
season.

Before the first coming of Jesus, Satan ruled in the world of men. They lived
in sin and there was no forgiveness (Acts 14:16; 17:30; 2 Cor. 4:2; Eph. 2:1-3;
6:11-12; John 16:11; 12:31; 14:30; Matt. 4:8-11; Job 1:6-12; 2:1-10). But God foretold
that this rule of Satan would be broken and Jesus would take Satan’s dominion
from him. (Psalm 2:8; 72:8-11) Jesus did this (John 12:31; 14:30; 16:11; Eph. 1:15-23;
Heb. 2:5-9; 1 Pet. 3:21; Heb. 10:12-13) Jesus broke his power by entering into
Satan’s domain, the world, and there conquering him (Matt. 12:29). Jesus bound
Satan by triumphing over him at every turn (Matt. 4:1-11; Luke 4:1-13). Jesus’
apostles demonstrated the superior power of Jesus. (Luke 10:17-18) Here Satan
“fell” because by the Lord’s power the disciples had cast out demons who are
subject to Satan’s will. The world is judged and Satan cast out when Jesus was
lifted up from the earth, that is, ascended into heaven and drew all men to
himself, taking them away from Satan’s rulership (John 12:31-32). In His death on
the cross, Jesus triumphed over Satan (Col. 2:15-16; Eph. 2:11-20). Revelation
12:5-13 clearly shows that “the casting out” of Satan was fully accomplished as a
result of Christ’s coronation in heaven. (1 John 3:8)

NOTE that in all these passages the binding and casting out or fall of Satan is
in some way associated with THE FIRST COMING of Jesus. When we say
“the first coming” we mean all the events from His incarnation to His
coronation in heaven. The binding of Satan begins with that first coming, NOT
the second coming! The binding of Satan is associated with the preaching of the
gospel among the nations. This is HOW Satan is bound. Before Jesus came,
men were slaves to sin and Satan. (Romans 6:1-23) Satan blinded the eyes of the
nations, and men walked in sin. (2 Cor. 4:1-7) But Jesus came and a change took
place. The truth replaced error, and sin was replaced by righteousness and
forgiveness. Satan is bound so that he can not deceive the nations anymore!

84 Mike al R. Hughes

6. I will give to everyone according to his works.
7. That which you still have, hold fast till I come.
E. Promises, to them who will overcome:
1. I will not put upon you any other burden.
2. He that keeps my works unto the end:
a. I will give power over the nations, as I received of my
father.
b. He shall rule them with a rod of iron.
c. He shall break them into shivers, like pots of clay.
3. I will give him the morning star.

Chapter 3

V. Sardis:
A. Characteristics of the revealer:
1. He had the seven spirits of God
2. The seven stars
B. Good traits for which they were commended:
1. You have a few names in Sardis, who have not defiled their
garments.
2. They shall walk with me in white for they are worthy.
C. Bad traits which were pointed out to them:
1. You have a name that you are alive but are dead.
2. I have not found your works perfect before God.
D. Warnings and admonitions:
1. Be watchful, strengthen things which remain, that are ready to

die.
2. Remember what you have received. Hold them fast.
3. Repent.

4. If you will not watch:
a. I will come to you as a thief.
b. You will not know what hour I will come upon you.
E. Promises to him that overcomes.
1. They shall walk with me in white.
2. The same shall be clothed in white garments.
3. I will not blot out his name from the book of life, but will
4. Confess his name before my father and before His angels.

VI. Philadelphia:
A. Characteristics of the revealer:
1. He that is holy, he that is true.
2. He that has the key of David
3. He that opens and no one shuts, shuts and no one opens.
B. Good traits for which they were commended.
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C.

1. You have an open door set before you.

2. You have a little strength.

3. You have kept my word, and have not denied my name.

Bad traits

1. They were not told of any bad traits of their own.

2. They had some in their city who said they were Jews; but lied.

D. Admonitions

1. Behold I am coming quickly.
2. Hold fast what you have, that no one may take your crown.

E. Promises, to those who overcome:
1. I will make them come and worship before your feet”
a. Those who say they are Jews and are not,
b. They do lie
2. I will make them know that I have loved you.
3. Because you have kept my word of patience
a. I also will keep you from the hour of temptation.
b. Which is to come upon the world.
4. T also will make him a pillar in the temple of God.
a. I will write upon him the name of my God, and
b. The name of the New Jerusalem, which comes down from
God.
5. I will write upon him my new name.
Laodicea:
A. Characteristics of the revealer:
1. The Amen
2. The faithful and true witness
3. The beginning of the creation of God.
B. Good traits
1. This congregation had no good traits.
2. God did not commend it.
C. Bad traits which were pointed out to them.
1. Neither cold nor hot.
2. You are only lukewarm
3. You say you are rich.
a. Increased in goods.
b. Have need of nothing.
4. You don’t know that you are wretched, miserable, poor, blind
and naked.
D. Warnings and admonitions:

1. I could wish you were cold or hot.

a. But because you are not:

b. I will vomit you out of my mouth.
2. Advice to buy from me gold,

Mike al R. Hughes

The Fudgment on the Dragon, A New Heaven and Earth

Lesson 12 - Revelation 20

Revelation 19:19-21 took us to the end of history, to the day of the final
judgment. With Revelation 20 we return to the beginning of this present
dispensation. The connection between chapters 19 and 20 is similar to that
between chapters 11 and 12. Revelation 11:18 announced “ the time of the dead, that.
they should be judged.” The end has arrived. Yet, with Revelation 12, we return to
the beginning of the New Testament period, for Revelation 12:5 describes the
birth, ascension, and coronation of our Lord Jesus. So with chapter 20, we begin
anew. Note the parallel between chapters 11 and 12 thru 14, with Revelation
chapter 20.

Revelation 11:12-14 Revelation 20

(1) In Connection with Jesus’ birth, death, ascension
and coronation, Satan is hurled down from heaven.

(1) Satan is bound and cast into the abyss; his power
over the nations is curbed. Instead of the nations

His accusations lose every semblance of justice,
Revelation 12:5-12

(2) A long period of power and gospel preaching
for the church, which is nourished “away from the
face of the serpent.” The devil’s influence is curbed,
Revelation 11:2-6; 12:14-17.

(3) Avery brief period of most severe persecution.
This is Satan’s little season; the most terrible and also
the final manifestation of the persecuting power of
the anti-Christ, Revelation 11:7-14; 13:7-8.

(4) The one and only second coming of Jesus unto
judgment, Revelation 11:17-18; 14:14-20

conquering the church the church begins to conquer
the nations, Revelation 20:1-3

(2) Along period of power for the church, Satan hav-
ing been bound. He remains bound for a thousand
years, that is, during this dispensation, Revelation
20:2-3. (In heaven the spirits of the redeemed are
living and reigning with Jesus during this time, Rev-
elation 20:4-6

(3) Avery brief period of most severe persecution:
Satan marshals the army of Gog and Magog against
the church, Revelation 20:7. This is the battle of
Armageddon.

(4) The one and only second coming of Jesus unto
Judgment, Revelation 20:11-15

Once the order of events is seen, Revelation 20 is not difficult; Christ’s first
coming is followed by a long period during which Satan is bound; this in turn, is
followed by Satan’s little season; and that is followed by Christ’s second coming,
His coming unto the final judgment. It should be easy to see to anyone who
carefully reads Revelation 20 that the “thousand year” precede the second
coming of our Lord unto the Judgment. It is clear that the Premillenialists are
wrong! They have Jesus coming to reign on earth a thousand years. Revelation
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a. Refined in the fire.
b. That you may be rich.

3. You should buy white garments
a. That you may be clothed

b. That the shame of your nakedness be not revealed.

4. Anoint your eyes with eye slave’ that you may see.
5. Therefore be zealous and repent.
6. Asmany as I love, I rebuke and chasten.
7. Behold I stand at the door and knock.
Promises to those who will overcome:
1. If anyone hears my voice, and opens the door:
a. I will come in to him
b. He will dine with me.
2. I will grant to sit with Me on my throne, as:
a. I also overcame and
b. sat down with my Father on His throne.

E.
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19. Who gathered together to make war against Him who sat on the horse and
against His army?

20. Read chapter 13 of Revelation again. Now in verse 20 of chapter 19, we see

thatthe _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ is the beast out of the (1) earth, (2) sea, of
Revelation, chapter 13.

The Book of Revelation 81



IO.

II.

I2.

13.

4.

15.

16.

17.

18.

80

‘Who worshipped God on His throne? __ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

‘What did a voice from the throne say?_ __ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

John heard the voice of agreat _ _ _ _ _ _ as the sound of many _ _ _
_ — _ _, and as the sound of mighty _ _ _ _ _ _ ,saying, _ _ _ _ _ for
the Lord God_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ reigns.

Letusbe _ _ _ _ _ _ and __ _ _ _ _ _ _ , and give Him glory, for the
_____ of the Lamb has come, and His __ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ has made
herself ready.

What is the bride dressed in? _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

‘What was John told towrite? _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

‘When John fell at the feet of the angelto _ _ _ _ him, he told John “See
that you do not do that! I am your fellow _ _ _ _ _ ,and of your __ _ _ _
who have the testimonyof _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ ; Worship _ _ _ _ _ _ . ”
The