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Zephaniah - Introduction

Author
The name Joel means “Jehovah is God.” This was a common name 

among the Jews. There are at least a dozen other men so named in the 
Bible. (Samuel’s oldest son, 1 Sam. 8:2; one of David’s valiant men, I 
Chr. 11:38). However, like Obadiah, no information exists about the 
man who wrote this book which bears his name. We are simply told he 
was “the son of Pethuel.” (1:1)

Background
The prophecy was occasioned by a calamity that befell the land from 

locusts and drought and from fires that followed in their wake. Some 
think the locusts were an invading army, and that the prophet used the 
terror of swarms of locusts, followed by drought and fire, as a figurative 
description of the devastation left by the invaders. The stronger possibil-
ity is that theses were literal locusts from which the prophet draws his 
lesson and his strong call to repentance. Unless there is repentance and 
righteousness of life on the part of the nation, the locusts will be followed 
by a stronger and more severe judgment, and invasion by the nations.

A plague of locusts devastates the land of Judah, and Joel describes 
the locusts as an “army” of the Lord. This terrible judgment of the Lord 
should bring them to repentance, and if it does a promise of blessing 
will be forthcoming.

The theme of the book of Joel is a call to repentance. “The day of the 
Lord” (1:15; 2:1,11,31; 3:14) represents both a day of terror and bless-
ings. Joel is perhaps best remembered because of Peter’s affirmation on 
Pentecost that the outpouring of the Holy Spirit was the fulfillment of 
Joel’s prophecy (Joel 2:28-32; Acts 2:17-21).

Date of Writing
The date for the book of Joel is uncertain. Scholars give varying reasons 

for dates ranging from as early as 900 BC to as late as 400 BC.
Earlier date argument - No reference is made to Assyria (760 BC) nor 

to Babylon which followed. The enemies mentioned are Philistines, Phoe-
nicians, Egyptians, and Edomites rather than those of the exile period.

Later date argument - Only Judah is mentioned and 
not Israel. No king is mentioned, neither the high plac-
es nor the idolatry which are all conditions of an earlier period. 
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Theme
The message of the book is the doom of the nations and the ultimate 

glory of Jehovah’s cause. The invading locust army is to be looked upon 
by the people of God as a warning to them, out of which came the urgent 
call from God for repentance. The locusts, drought, and fires heralded 
the “day of Jehovah,” which could be averted only by genuine repentance. 
If they would repent, the “day of Jehovah” would be one of destruction 
upon the enemies of God and deliverance for those who trust in Him.

Relationship with other prophets:
Some have est imated that  27 out  of  the 73 vers-

es in Joel are paralleled in other prophets. Here are a few: 

Joel
1:15 -Isaiah 13:6
2:2  - Zephaniah 1:15
2:3  - Isaiah 51:3; Ezekiel 36:35
2:10 - Isaiah 13:10
2:32 - Obadiah 17
3:10 - Isaiah 2:4; Micah 4:3
3:16  - Amos 1:2; Isaiah 13:13
3:17  - Ezekiel 36:11; Isaiah 52:1; Obadiah 17; Nahum 1:15
3:18  - Amos 9:13
￼
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An Outline of Zephaniah 

Theme: 	 Righteous People Suffer Unjustly

I.	 The plague of Locusts (1:1-2:27)
A.	 The prophet’s name and the importance of the plague 

 	of locusts (1:1-3)
B.	 The plague of locusts and the drought that ensued. 		

(1:4-20)
C.	 The coming day of the Lord (2:1-11)
D.	 The call to repentance (2:12-17)
E.	 The promise of deliverance following repentance (2:18-27) 

II.	The judgment of God and His blessing in the last days 
 	 (2:28-3:21)
A.	 	The promise of the outpouring of the Holy Spirit  

	(2:28-32)
B.	 	The restoration of Judah and the judgment of her  

	enemies (3:1-16)
C.	 	The everlasting blessing for God’s people (3:17-21)
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Plague and drought described

JOEL 
1:1-20  	 Plague and drought described

1.	 What is the meaning of the name “Joel?”

2.	 W h a t  n a t u r a l  d i s a s t e r  d o e s  J o e l  d e s c r i b e ? 

3.	 What vegetation was left? 

4.	 Why would drunkards weep and wail? 

5.	 If they thought the plague of locusts was bad, what 		
was to come? 

6.	 Why would the priests mourn? 

7.	 Why would the farmers and vinedressers be ashamed? 

Lesson 1 - Zephaniah  1
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8.	 What would wither away from the sons of men? 

9.	 Who were called to assemble in the house of the Lord 		
and for what purpose? 

10.	 What is at hand and why has it come?
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Obadiah - Introduction

Background
The hatred Edom held for their blood brothers, Israel, goes back to 

the time when their father Esau was born. (Gen. 25:22; 27; 32; 33)
The Edomites dwelt in Mt. Seir at the south end of the Dead Sea. This 

territory is also referred to as Idumea. They constantly showed indignation 
against Israel, even refusing simple passages through their land when 
Israel first came from Egyptian captivity (Num. 20:14).

The pride of Edom and the perpetual hatred for God’s people brought 
the wrath of the Lord against this land. Even in later years Edom stood 
ready to rejoice over every setback endured by Israel and Judah, never 
helping but always gloating.

The history of the Edomites continued through the period of the 
Herods. The father of Herod the Great was Antipater from Idumea. 
However, after the destruction of Jerusalem in 70 AD, the Idumeans 
disappeared from history – a certain fulfillment of the prophecies of 
Obadiah, Isaiah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel, and others.
Author

Obadiah (“servant or worshipper of Jehovah)
13 different men bare this name in the Old Testament. There are no
good reasons for identifying this author with any of them.
There is nothing in the book to indicate the author’s family background
or where he might have lived.

Date of Writing
The date of writing has not been determined. Guesses have ranged from
850 B.C. to 312 B.C. Obadiah reflects a calamity that Jerusalem has
suffered. Jerusalem was under siege at least four times:
Shishak’s campaign (1 Kings 14:25,26; 2 Chron. 12:1-2;
Arabians and Philistines (848-841 B.C.) (2 Chron. 21:16,17)
Defeat of Amaziah (2 Kings 14:8-14; 2 Chron. 25:17-24)
Nebuchadnezzar’s destruction of Jerusalem in 586 B.C.
Despite all other calamities of Jerusalem Nebuchadnezzar’s destruction
in 586 seems to be the most likely one referred to in Obadiah verse 20.

Theme
The message of Obadiah is twofold; 1) the fall of Edom because of its 

pride and cruelty against Israel, and 2) the exaltation of Zion when Seir, 
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the Edomite counterpart of Zion, would be cast down. The rescued of 
both Israel and Edom will be in Zion, for in it the redeemed will be found.

Relation to other Prophets
Obadiah is one of the seven Old Testament books (Nahum, Ezra, 

Nehemiah, Esther, Song of Solomon, Ecclesiastes, Obadiah) that is not 
quoted or echoed in the New Testament.

There are similarities between Obadiah’s prophecy of Edom (1-9) and 
that in Jeremiah 49:7-16. Joel and Obadiah have numerous similarities:

Joel 3:19 and Obadiah 10; Joel 3:4-7 and Obadiah 15; 
Joel 2:32 and Obadiah 17; Joel 3:17 and Obadiah 17
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Outline of Obadiah

I.	 Judgment against Edom (1-14)
A.	 The fall of Edom predicted (1-4)
B.	 Edom’s destruction to be complete (5-9)
C.	 Edom’s sins laid bare (10-14)

II.	II. The Day of the Lord (15-21)
A.	 The judgment of all nations (15-16)
B.	 Deliverance in Zion: the kingdom of the Lord (17-21)
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The Coming of the Day of the Lord

JOEL 
2:1-11 		  The coming of the Day of the Lord
2:12-17 		 The call to repentance
2:18-27 		 Deliverance following repentance
2:28-32 		 Outpouring of the Spirit promised
3:1-16 		  Restoration of Judah and punishment of her enemies 
3:17-21 		 Blessings for God’s people

1.	 Why would all the inhabitants of the land tremble? 

2.	 What kind of people are coming against Israel? 

3.	 What will be left behind them? 

4.	 Describe their army: 

5.	 How does God want Israel to turn to Him? 

6.	 What does he want them to rend? 

7.	 Does God want Israel to suffer? 

8.	 What must the people do to turn away God’s wrath? 

Lesson 2 - Nahum 1
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